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The Ner.r London Pub.L:Lc, Library was built in 1839 after the death 1-

of II.ll-1. Richar:dson and after the completion of h:is nassive and
dignified New London llailroad Station. The Librilry j-s very much
j1 the Richardsonian nimner and is recorded as hrrvilg been worked
up fron prelirdnarY {::lirrings bf Richardson by hirs successors Shepley,
Coblidge, and Ruta.n.' It is an i-nportant buildin,g because its
qualjty approaches ve:q/ closely.those designs carrj-ed out by Richard-
son hirself for other -Libraries'and because is is symbolic of the
popularity of Richards()rr,ian architecture jJx the decade efLer hi8
death.

2Hulun lii,Iduff Gqy (the first librarian of the, I'lew London fubl:lc
irla,skan Traderrrr in

p, lJ+2,,
Llbrary) ,rrThe Benefact j lon of a Pioneer
gmne-c-li-cu!*ijaggzug (vol. 11), 1907,

J Henry-Rr-rsseIL H:i'bchcock. li.H. F,ichartison
Yorki The I'luser:n of l{ode!fr'-[Ft]T?T5l-6

and His T es (New
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coNo tT  toN I  E x c o l l c n t ffi Good L l  r o l r

( C : h c c k  O n a )

f )  D c t c r i o r o t o d f f  Ru ins { - . ]  Unaxporcd

[ ]  A l rcred

(Ohack  Ono)

I  l Jno  l rc rcd
O € S C R I B E  T H E P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A . ( r r  f f i o w n J  t r l { y S t C A L  A p T E A R A N C E

rAi z.f q

s,ho::tIy ,after its constructiorr in r8sg the bnrild.ing was described.
1n l{a|Jle.rts,!ie.e]<ll in the follc,rv"ing manner:

Tho sibe J-s a preasant sLor)e practic{rll-y in t,he centre of the
cltyr at Lhe Junction of trnro broacl elm-bovrereci streets, tlunlington
and litate, t1,.u.Iatter boirL5; fhe chief business thorougJifare, but
bordrered at this point--at, ibs headr anci near fhe qui:int eight-
teen'bh-century Court-houser-'-w-ith hamlsome dlrel*lings an6 garclens.
The sroping ground 6ives oprporbunity for a large ind c,onvenient
trasenent. dryf and well-ri.pJrted. Fronr the front tho brrilcling
(40 :r 90, feet) presents sc,iierArat the appearilnce of ono tn] r 6xoo
with a hi51h sloping roof, although in rearity there are two
stories, as may be seen by' the 5iabro, pierced wlth thr,eo arched
wjld,cwsr over vriricir appears a carved st,one tympanum irearing ttio
anns of New London--a shj_pr under fulJ- saiI.

t a a a a a a a

The :Lnterj-or arrangemc'nts a.re excellcnt. The Delivc:;g lloorn,
e'nto:ned from the porch/which has three groined vaul{y' ie
near.\r in the midclle of the, builcling, rrith a llagazine )ioom
at the rea,r, and on the 1eft, a ltcading-Iloom ligfted llrom
t,hree sides. Ib corrtains a,n elaborately car"ved stone .fireplace,
and trrj-l-I be paneled, both t,etneen the hcarry bearns of thc ceiling
and iaround the r^ralls, to a, height of bhirteen feet, rriiuh quar-
tererl oak we]l rubbed, uiiich fonns bho finish of all tho lswer
roomr3. To the right of thc Delivery.-tioom are the Librilrlanrs
ctffir:e and the spacious Book-Room. The latter hae an ,:i.r:lnediate

llhc I'jeru London pub'ric Libra.y ,is locatrid cli'gonally acrc,ser fromlJev' Loncionrs garnbrel roofed 3u,ute courl;house on the corn.er oflruntin6;t,on and state riLreets. rt is a hearry co*pnct structure
yn]9n is c1"6u'nt.ci on a tl'eeless corner j-rnreciiertety next to tlie side-\uaIk at a very busf irrtersect:i,)rr. Trre brril-ciing pran conslsts oft,r'ro sect,ions v,hich intersect il'b rigrrt a.rilf_es. The gabled sectionI'tiich faces on Huntj-n15ton strr:et contai.ns the nnin area of the library.To the li$rt of the tiiree Syr:Lan archesi ufiich form the entrance onllunbi-nglon street is a round 1;r*ret with polyg'nal roof, the uopof 'which is not highe:: than ilre facade g"tr"l"and r.*rich ie conse_qluently subor*inated t;o it ix 1;he total.ity oi the buil-ding deei.gn.

The materials of the buitding consist c,f l,iilford granite u.iLh con_trasring brownstone tr.i.n in the rnanner t;rpical of Richardson, The
rourh-faced granite is laid in qegulat' 

"t 
r"""; rvhile the brovmstone

creiltes a darlcer contr.ast in t;ire wincloi+ frarnes and nrulliorrs, the
s.yr:i:rn arches of the entry ancr the lrjldorvs of the seconcl froor, the
stepc; of the entrarrce and the txrnd courscs rvhich circums,:ribe itie .
bui-LcLing belovr the r.rjrrdor.,rs and a.t the cornice wirich contj-nues up
the rake of the roof. The Akr.crn iile roof has an eyeli-d dormer' on
the Fltrnbitigton- Avenue side ancl there are higher more conve:ntionalJ;y-
roo:fed dormers in the rear.
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(Chcck  Ono)

f ]  Moved S Or ig ino l  S i l c

capar:ity of 301000 volumes, on the ntstackrt pJanr bri-n{€very book
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roca- in* i , -n.  The Ncw Loncicn PUbI ic  L ibraryf P e 4 \ J r r .
-#

within easy reach of the arrt, and the height of the $tixcks can be
increased so as to accornmociate 501000. Every aisle betleen the
stacks is flooded with light from the two sides of the roorrrr The
ldnole second storT' of the building io occupied bf one :Large roon,
fjnished :in fine Cieorgia p!"ne whiqh hri-Ll be the hone of the New
l,ondon Cor:nty Historj-ca1 S<lciety.*

The building has not been eultered since the tine of its construction
with the one possible exception of an elevator wh:ich a.lthough it
appears to date froni the ruuneteenth centu:lr does not appear in the
plans.

s T A T E

Connect;icut
C O U N  T Y

l,lerv Londorr
F O R  N P S  U S E  O N L Y

E N T R ' '  N U M B E R

Gerorge Parsons LathroP,
I@r,,

ItThe Public Library at New Londonrrl
,htly 21, 1889.
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Fl.K. Gal ' ,  I 'The Benefaat ion of a Pioneer Alaskan Trader, rr in Connec_ticrlt
l ,agazine (ltot. 11) I90?.

H-R. Hit ;chcock, I{ . f i .  . i i ic i rards,on and
l.iodern Art, 1936.

G.F. lat,hrop, I'The Public Library at l{rlw Londonr,r .@!_f r
July 2?, 1889.
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' J
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C O D E  I C O U N T Y

S ' T A T E : C O U N T Y :

c ' ) o E  I  C o U N T Y :

c o D E  l c o u N T Y :

I I ^  F O R M  P R E P A R E O  B Y
N A M E  A N D  T l T L E i t

O R G A I { I Z A T I O N

?ii l;lm Sl;reet

S T A T E : :

S T A T E ]

tJonnecticutc t T Y  O R  T O W N :

Ilart,f ord

I z .  s f  l r r  L r A t s o N  o F F t c E R  c E R T l F l c A  l l Q N

A s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  S t a t e  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  N a -

t i o r r a l  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 f i 6  ( P u b l  i r :  I ' a w

8 9 - t 1 6 5 ) ,  I .  h c r , e b y  n o m i n a t e  t h i s  p r o p c r t y  f o r  i n c l u s i o n

i n  t h e  N a t i o n f l l  R e g i s t e r  a n d  c e r t i f y  t h a t  i t  h a r l  b e e n

e v e r l u s t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  a n d  p r o c e d u  r e a  s e t

fo r th  by  the  Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice '  
' l ' he  reco tn tnended

l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  n o m r n a t t o n  r s :

Nat iona l  t l  S ta te  f ]  Loca l  f l

Sbate Liaison Officer and Cl'Iilirrnan
riue lqenlrecticut l{istorical Colmnissi

D€'te. i3ept;enber lOJ-!l) -

NATTONAL REGI SrE R v ql1l l -gAr. loN

I  hereby cert i fy  that  th is proprr ty Ig lnc luded in the

Na t i ona  I  Reg i s te r .

l )h iet ,  Ott ice of  Archeolo(y and Hiatot lc  Prosarvat iotr

Al'TIiST:

Keeper o[ Tha Natlonal Rotlator


