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NAITIE OF PROPERTY

storic Nane; Ohev Sholem (Ohave Gholunr) Svnagogue

ther Name/Site Number: Centro De-La-Conrunidad

. LOCATION
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t reet & Number: 109 Bl inman Street

l ty lTown: New London

tate: CT CountY: New London

CLASSIFICATION

rship of Property

Pr iva te :  r

Not for publ icat ion: l {A

Vlclni tY: I ' [A

Code:011 Z ip  Code:  06320

Pub l lc -Lqca l : -
Pub l ic -S ta te  :  -

PubI lc -Federa l : -

Number of Resources wlthin

Qontr ibuttng
I

Nunber of
R e g i s t e r :

Catergory of Property

I l u i l d l n g ( s ) :  r
D l s t r l c t :

S l t e :
S t ruc ture : . ;

ObJ ect :  _

Property

l![oncontributlng
bui ldlngs
s l t e s
structures
obj ects
Tota l

Contr lbut lng Resources Prevlously Llsted ln the Nat lonal
NA

l{ame of Related lr lu l t ip le Property List ing: Histor ic Svnaqqgues of Connect lcut
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Ohev Sholem Synagogue,  New London,  CT

4.  STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

As  the  des igna ted  au tho r i t y  unde r  t he  Na t i l ona l  H i s to r i c  P rese rva t i on  Ac t  o f

1966 ,  as  amended ,  I  he reby  ce r t i f y  t ha t  t h i s  X  nomina t i on  -  r eques t

f o r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  m e e t s  t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  f o r

r e g i s t e r : i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  l t e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  a n d

mee ts  t he  p rocedu ra l  and  p ro fess iona l  r t : qu i remen ts  se t  f o r t h  i n  36  CFR Par t

60 .  I n  my  op in ion ,  t he  p rope r t y  X  n t r : e t s  -  does  no t  mee t  t he  Na t i ona l

R e g i s t e r  c r i t e r i a .

04/o3/95

Sign Cer t n g  O f f i c i a l D a  t e

, Di-rector, Corrrrecticr:.t Ccnmissiort

State or Federal  AgencY and Bureau

In  my op in ion ,  the  proper ty  -  meets  - -

R e g i s t e r  c r i t e r i a .

does  no t  mee t  t he  Na t i ona l

Signature of  Comment ing o r  O t h e r  O f f i c i a t Da te

State or Federal  AgencY and Bureau

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

I  hereby  cer t i f y  tha t  th is  p roper ty  i s : ;

-  En tered  in  the  Nat iona l

-  Determi -ned e l ig ib le  fo r
Nat iona l  Reg is te r

Reg is te r
the

Determtned no t  e l ig ib le  fo r  the
Nat iona l  Reg is te r
Removed from the
O t h e r  ( e x p l a i n ) :

Nat iona l  Reg l s te t : r

S igna tu re  o f  KeePer D a t e  o f  A c t i o n
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

H i s t o r i c :

Cur ren t :

re l le ious  s t ruc tu re

Ohev Sholen, Synagogue,

Surb: svnagogue

Srrb : church

M a t e r i a l s :

Foundation: CONCRETE
W a l . L s :  B R I C K

Page 96

New London, CT

re l ie lous  s t ruc tu re

7 .  DESCRIPTION

Arch i tec tu ra l  C lass i f i ca t ion  :

2OTH CENTURY AI'IERICAN
Neo-Class ica l  Rev lva l  I

Co lon ia l  Rev i va l
Roo:E:bu l l t -up
Other :

Describe Present and Historic Physicat Alppearance.

Exterior

Ohev Sholem Synagogue faces southr close to the street and close to l ts neighbors ln

a dense neighborhood Just west of downtown New London. The 40'  x 67 '  bul ldlng is sl ted on

a plot of  53'  x 89" a close f i t .  The surroundlng area developed as a late-19th-century

resident ial  area. Commerclal  inroads havel occurred.

The synagogue is a two-story Neo-ClLasslcal  Revlval /ColonlaI Revival  bui lding ln red

brick with white tr im. The br lck ls l : r ic l  ln Flenish bond. A f l ight of  wide steps leads

up fron the sidewalk to two round-arched double doors which are separated by an engaged

column. Above the doors is a large rotrn<l window, which or iginal ly may have been glazed in

a Magen David pattern. The roof l ine jLs ln the shape of a stepped segmental  pediment

f lanked by snal l  low towers that terninal le in truncated-pyramid pinnacles. A central

rectangular panel at  the top of the pe,dinent may have been the locat ion of a Decalogue.

( P h o t o g r a p h  2 3 )

On the side elevat lons the l ightrs in the 4-over-4 wlndows are elongated rectangles,

ta l le r  fo r  the i r  wLdth  than usua l .

Interior

on the inter ior,  the foyer or nart ,hex at the front of  the synagogue ls four feet

wider than the main block of the bui lc l . i .n ig.  Stalrways r lse to r lght and lef t ,  l lghted by
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Ohev Sholen Synagogug, New London, CT

the narrow wi.ndows seen in the facade. The sanctuary is a two-story spacQ wlth galleries

on three sldes. I t  appears that the wa, l ls above the gal lery fronts are a4 al terat lon for

the purpose of convertlng the balconles to offlce space. (Photograph 24) Whether the

front stalrways to the (now) offices are orlglnal ls uncertain. The cent_qal chandeller

may be originat. The arched space ln the rear wall was the location 9e !4e 
ark and other

Judaic synbols and obJects. The round outline in the wall nay mark the lgcatlon of an

orlginal  window and, i f  so, the window pr:obably was f i l led with a Magen D{vid pattern'
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Ohev Sholem Synagogue, New London, CT

8. STATEIIIENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cert i fy lng off lc lal  has considered the r i ignl f icance of this property ln
re la t lon  to  o ther  p roper t ies :  Nat lona l .Ly :_  S ta tewide :_  Loca l l y :  x

App l icab le  Nat iona l
Register Cri ter ia:  A_ B_ C_:r_ D_

Cri  ter la Considerat. ions
(Except ions):  A_s- B- ( l --  D- E- F- G-

Areas  o f  S ign i f l cance:  Per lod(s )  o f  iS ign i f i cance S ign i f tcan t  Dates
ARCHITECTURE ca.  1920 11945 ca .  1920

Sign l f i can t  Person(  s  )  :

Cu l tu ra l  A f f l l i a t lon :

Arch i  tec t /Bu l  lder :

State Significance of Property, and Justify Criteria, Criteria
Considerations, and Areas and Periods of Significance Noted Above.

Arch i tec tu ra l  S lgn i f i cance

Ohev Sholem Synagogue ls signl f i r :anrt  archi tectural ly because i t  ls a good example of

the Neo-Classical  Revival /Colonial  Revlva, l  style adapted for synagogue use. The basic
design of broad steps leading up to mult i .p le round-arched doors ls a cont inuat ion of late-

l9th-century Romanesque Revival  pract l r :e commonly found ln histor lc Connect lcut

synagogues. The smal l  windows f lanklng the central  entrance at f i rst  and second f loors
*-and the f ln lals on piers above then at thre roof l ine create a vert ical  thrust reniniscent

rf  the tradi t lonal f lanking towers capprecl  by domes.

The red br ick with white tr im an'd, t ;he segnental  pedinent,  on the other hand, ref lect
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Ohev Sho1en Synagogue, New London, CT

the 20th-century preference for the Neo-Classical  Revival /Colonlal  Revival .  The elongated
panes of the sash also are a Colonlal  I levival  feature, c lear ly ident l fy ing the but ldtng

with the years fol lowing lr lor ld War I .

The masonry detai ls are wel l -execul led and are of design lnterest.  The Flenish bond

of the br ickwork 1s perhaps unique In Hir ; tor ic Synagogues of Connect icut.  The use of

headers only wlthin the arch ls dlst inct:Lve. The entranceway is notable for the slngle

engaged column between the doors; f lanlcing columns to lef t  and r ight,  normal ly expected,

are  no t  there .

The in te r lo r  space is  re la t l ve ly 'p .La in  and i t s  o r ig ina l  appearance unconf l rmed.

Historical Bacl<ground

Ohev Sholem Synagogue ls assocle|EerC wlth an early Jewish congregat lon whlch has now

lost i ts ident i ty.  New London Land Rerco:rds show that El1a Hudson Crocker Atwood on

September 9, 1916, sold the land and trr . r l ld ings at thls address to the Ohev Cholon

(spe l l ing  var les)  S lck  Benef i t  Soc le tS ' ,  ind ica t ing  the  ear l le r  e r is tence o f  an

organLzat ion pre-dat ing the congregat l . ron. In the schedule of pr ior l t les that er isted for

"  
i roup s t rugg l lng  to  es tab l i sh  i t se l l l ,  l t  was  no t  unusua l  fo r  lnmlgran ts  f i rs t  to

organize to care for the slck and to provlde burial  arrangenents, before forning a

congregat ion  fo r  pub l i c  worsh ip .

Although the land was purchased ln 1916, Congregat lon Ohev Sholen does not appear ln

the New London dlrector ies unt l l  L92Ll: ,  presumably l t  took several  years to f lnance and

const ruc t  the  bu l ld lng .

In  L974,  the  Ohave Cho lum Soc ie l ;y ,  Inc . ,  merged w l th  Congregat ion  Beth  E l ,  Inc . ,

Beth El being the surviving organizat:Lon. At that t ine the Bl lnnan Street property was

so ld  to  Span ish-Amer lcan Cu l tu ra l  Rea.L  Es ta te ,  Inc . ,  w l th  the  he lp  o f  a  mor tgage tha t  was

released in 1g76. That corporat lon cont inues to be the owner, operat lng under the nane -

Centro De-La-Comunidad.

Registration Requirements

Ohev Sholem Synagogue qual l f ies unrder Cri ter ion C for inclusion ln thls mult lp le

property l ist lng as an urban bui lding constructed as a synagogue ln Connect icut by meetlng

the  fo l low ing  requ l rements :

Constructed as a Jewtsh hcrusie of
Located  in  an  urban se t t i r lg
Exh ib i ts  in tegr i t y  o f  des ign  and
Const ruc ted  pr io r  to  1945

worship

worknanshiP



U$DI/llPS l{R[P Registration Fon, l{ultiple Property listing
storic Synagogues of Connecticut
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Hlstor ic and Architectural  Resource Survey of
Histor ic Resource Inventory, Form l l l97, Connect icut

New London Assessor 's  records .

New London City Director ies, L927.-L'979.
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Ohev Sholem Synagogue, New London, CT

Downtown New London, Statewide
His to r ica l  Comnlss lon ,  Har t fo rd ,  nd .

New London Land Records, volune J.14, page 340; L27/322, Septenber
9 ,  1 9 1 6 ;  3 6 8 / L O 4 ,  A g r I L  2 4 ,  L 9 7 4 ;  3 6 8 / l . 1 1 5 ,  A p r i l  1 8 ,  L 9 7 4 .

David F. Ranson, "1843*1943 - One Hundred Years of Jewlsh Congregat ions ln
Connect icut:  An Architectural  Survey - r56t03*5703," Connect lcut Jewish HislEorv, 2(Fal l
1 9 9 1  )  1 .

Prev ious  docunenta t lon  on  f l le  (NPS) :

Pre l ln lnary  Determinat lon  o f  Ind l ' r idua l  L ls t ing  (36  CFR 67)  has
been requested.

Prev ious ly  L ls ted  ln  the  Nat lona l  Reg is te r .
Prevlously Deternlned El lgible by the Nat lonal Register.
Designated a Nat lonal Histor ic Landnrark.
Recorded by Histor ic Anerlcan Bul. ld lngs Survey: l t
Recorded by Hlstor lc Anerlcan Eng. lne,er ing Record: / l

P r inary  Locat lon  o f  Add l t lona l  Data :

Sta te  H ls to r lc  Preserva t ion  Of f l c 'e ,
Other State Agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
Un ivers i ty
Other :  Spec l fy  Repos i to ry :
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Verbal Boundary DescriPt lon:

The nonlnated property is descrlbed
1 0 4 ,  1 0 5 .

Page 101

Ohev Sholen Synagoguq, New London, CT

ln the New London Land Records at vohine 368, pages

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreage of Pnoperty:  less than one

UTIrI References: Zone Northlng Easting Zone Northing Easting

A t8 4581600 742640 B _
c _  -  D -
E F

Boundary Just l f lcat ion :

The noninated property enconpasse$
erected.

laqd that has gone wlth the bulldtng s{nce lt was

1T. TORU PREPARED BY

Nane/T l t le :

org. :

D a t e :

S t r e e t / # :

City lTown:

S t a t e :

Z T P z

Telephone:

David F. Ransom, Consul l ' tant,  revlewed
Register Coordinator

Connect icut Hlstor ical  tComnlsslon

August 26, L994

59 South Prospect Street

Hart ford

CT

06106

203 566-3005

by John F.A. HerEan, Nat ional
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