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11, NAME S
COMMON:

Whale Oil Row

AND/OR HISTORIC:

(2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER;:

105 through 119 Huntington Street (#1

;i'(

» i3, and #l4 Whale 0il Row)

CITY OR TOWN:
New London

STATE

Connecticut

CODE

06320

COUNTY:

CODE

011

=2 -
{3. CLASSIFICATION S

liew London

CATEGORY

OWNERSHIP
(Check One)

ACCESSIBLE

STATUS
4 TO THE PUBLIC

] Publie
Private
] Beth

EC] District
[ Site

Public Acquisition:
[0 In Process

[J Building
[J Structure
] Object

[] Being Considered

Yes:
K] Restricted
] Unrestricted

] Ne

b9 Oceupied

] Unoccupied

(] Preservation work
in progress

FPRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[] Agricultural [C] Park
) Commerciol I [C] Private Residence
[C] Educational [} Religious

] Government
[ Industrial
[ Military
[ Museum

[C] Tronsportation [[] Comments

E“E Other (Speci fy)
Doctor's
Offices

[C] Entertainment D Scientific

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

CWNER'S NAME:

1o==Dr, Tlaie i 'T'vi-'lfx Thr

STREET AND NUMBER:

105 =119 Huntington Street

One-~The Chamber of Gamnerce of Southeaatern Connectlcut

‘l?

=

pal Church

qoeuuog'fi

CITY OR TOWHN:

| New London

T

S5TATE: CODE

1m0

L_[S . LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCR!PTION

_ Connecticut

02

(3LvLS

COURTHOUSE l?EGiSTRV OF DEEDS, ETC

New London lMunicipal Building

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

New London

STATE CODE

09

UOpUOT MO

Connecticut

FALNNOD

|6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY;

Connectlcut Historic Structures and Landmarks Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1968 [] Federal

(34 State ] County ] Local

DERPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Connecticut Ifistorical Commission

STHEET AND NUMBER:

75 Elm Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Eartford

STATE: CODE

HIEWNN AHMLNS

Connecticut

09

3iva

ATINO 3SN SAN 304




7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
CONDITION ] Excellent b Good d Fair ] Deteriorated [] Ruins [C] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
i) Altered [J Unaltered [] Moved & Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The four Greek Revival buildings waich constitute VWhale Oil Row are
lined up side by side on Huntington Street north of the intersection
with State Street. Like many buildings built by developers these

nave nearly identical facades which consist of two story porticos

of fluted Ionic columns supporting pediments with semicircular lights.
411 the buildings have a similer rectangular form, bounded at the cor-
ner by pilasters and at the roof level by an architrave and plain frieze
—with 2 line of dentils just below the mouldings of the roof line

and the pediment.

The buildings stand gable ends to the street and with the exception of

number one the primary differences in the facades of the buildings

are in the door frames and the mullions of the over door and side lights.

Number four has flat mullions and boxed low relief carvings of the an-

themion. Number three is topped by a bracketed flat pediment and has

sullions in oval and circular pettern as well as attached Ionic columns

which support a partial entablature on ecach side of the door frame; &and

number two has mullions in quarter circle and circular pattern while

the frame appears to duplicate that of murber four with fillet mouldings
and a boxed anthemion motif. Number one Whale 0il Row, now the loca-
tion of the New London Chamber of Commerce, is a wider building than

the others;so that the actual facade extends beyond the portico on

cach side. Pilasters mari both the corners of the building as well

2s the boundaries of the projecting portico. The building also

differs { rom the others in the center location and simplified mouldings
of the doorway, and in the greater width of the cornice which bounds
the building at the roof line.

The conversion of these buildings from residences to offices has
occurred within the last twenty years with the exception of number
one which has been the home of a fraternal organization, a USO
headquarters and the offices of the Chamber of Commerce for over
thirty-five years. The adaptation of the buildings to commercial

purposes had required alteration of the interiors and the addition
of wings in back. However, the street facades have retained their
original form, and it is these waich give Whale Oil Row its unique
and distinctive appearance.

438

SNOITLO3NYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

t"' SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Approprmte)

[} Pre-Columbian | (71 16th Century [C] 18th Century {C] 20th Century
{7} 15th Century {C1 17th Century & 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (Tl Applicable and Knewn) (4 1\5')5 = 151;5

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check OUne or More as Approprialte)

Aboriginal ] Education ] Political [ Urbon Plonning
[§ Prehistoric ] Engineering ] Religion/Phi- [} Other (Specifty)
{7] Historic {5 tndustry losophy

] Agriculivre [} invention 7] Science

] Architecture [] Leondscope (] Sculpture

] Art Architecture "~} Seocial/Humon-

1 Commerce [0 Literature itarion

[T1 Communications 1 Militory (] Theater

] Conservation ] Music {"] Transportation

STATEMENMNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This row of builc‘.in‘:_;s is unigue to Connecticut and possibly the

whole United States; althoush two buildings with similer histaries

ney be found in Nan ucket (the Starbuck Residences). The four

houses of Whale 0il Row were obuilt in the decade between 1835

and 1845 and are fine examples of the American Greek Revival,

The developer and owner of the land on which the buildings stand

was Dzra Chappel, the builder was Charles Henry Boebe. The earliest
owners with the exception of one were men whose fortunes were derived
from whaling and/or the prosperity which whaling brought to New London:

#1 Vhale 0il Row (105 Huntington ivenue) was purchased by ZEnoch V.
Stoddard,who ran a whaling firm with two schooners.

£2 Wnale 0il Row (111 Huntington Avenue) was purchased by Llisha
North, & physician who ran the first eye infirmary in the country.

L

#3 tale Cil Row (115 Huntingbon Avenue) was purchased by Thormas
Williems who owned ten whaling ships. Wwilliams was an incorporator
of a savings vank and later president of the New London, Willimantic,
and Springfield Railroad Company; and a member of Congress from

1839 to 1843.

#1, Yhale 0il Row (119 Huntington Avenue) was purchased by William
H. Chapman, Head of Z.C. Chapman, Drygoods, 15 Stete Street and
later President of the Union Bank.

iWhale 0il How is a significant group of Greek Revival Buildings
because of the quality of its architecture and because it provides
physical documentation of the life style and wealth of the whalers
of New London who grew rich from successful pariicipation in the
whaling industry of the town between 1820 and 1850,
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fTi. FORM PREPARED BY =

NAME AND Ti‘rLl-.

Consbance Luyster, Administrative Trainee

AT e n 155 4 e v Ay ~ I e
The New London Historical Socleiy, “Report from the New London
l 4gtorical Cormission.” Heport to the New London Rede— |
1 L ! ALy —41 |
; i ATESHIRCIDIHMICARPREN: 7 ola?
[70. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA Clopment HECNCY ;T L/04s :
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES t»AT'TUD&- AND T LONGITUDE COORPDINATES 7
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY G DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
_J.R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
Nw o . " a v " =] - (-] ’ L]
. o}
- ° . . 5 , . K21 2 | 72 06 00
| SE ] " " o " "
W o ) " o v -
APPRONIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coDE
b—————

ORGANI EATION
Cornecticut Historical Commission

DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

|
i
|
|
E s
i 75 Dlm Streev

Septenber 8, 191

(O

CITY OR TOWN:
Hartford

STATE CODE

2. gmrs:;_g,ws-otg-OFFtce_ra-C.E.R_T_I_FsCA'j:.:loﬁ'

Connecticut 09
1'::

1

As lhe desipnated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Hlistoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
8#9-665), [ hereby nominate this propertly for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the eriteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

i State” O Local

CJ

National

Name

State Liaison Cfficer and Chairman
Title

eptember &, 1970

Date

|
'\
|
|
|
|

Connecticut Historical Conmissiorn

S NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION S

i 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chiel, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register
Date
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