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f lxed pfne.  A brownstone course def lnes the spr tng lng l lne of  th ls  aFchr  to
The gable-roofed dormer wi th i [n  whlch th is  wlndow ls  set  has f lared epves.
Between the central group of three f l-rst f loor windows placed beneath the
center dormer, and the tvto f iLrsit  f loor wlndows whlch correspond to the
gables at  e i ther  end of  th ls  e) .evat lon,  are p laced s lng le wlndows on the
f i rs t  f loor .  That  to  the r ig t r t  o f  center  has a basement  door  wl th  a f rood
above l t .  Another  door  has beren cut  ln to the masonry at  an ln termediFte
Level , .  Under  the eaves here jLs a c i rcu lar  openlng whlch once conta lnpd a
window wlth cusped tracery.

The gouth e levat lon descr tbed above ls  the reeul t  o f  a  west  wing addpd ln
1899 to the or lg lna l  south wlLng;  o f  the sehool .  Thls  rep laced an ear l f i .er ,
smal ler  wing.  (see Plan l ) ,  l lher  west  end of  th ls  wlng has tvro fu l l -s [zed
on the rlght slde, one of whjLch has been altered to a door. Beneath Jrhe
smal l  gable end,  a  large rectarrgular  wlndow wl th  Z-oveE-Z double-hun[  sash
is f lanked by two narrow windows wlth 1-over-l  double-hung'sash. Abofre
th ls ,  wi th ln  the gable,  a  t r lLp l .e-arehed wj ,ndow opening s l rn l lar  to  thpse
of  the south e levat lon ls  set .  The centra l  wlndow has been a l tered tb  a
door  by lower lng the s111.  f i te  upper  sash has been f lxed ln  p lace aa a
t ransom. A steel  f l re  escape lerads to  the ground level .  (Photograph F) .

The north slde of thls wlng hasi rectangular f lrst f loor wlndows wlth

window eonslsting of a centr€ll rectangxrlar window wlth flanklng quarter
round wlndows. (Ordinarlly, ther center window would be rounded to fofm a
semlc i rc le  l r l th  the t \ . ro  to  e j r threr  s i ,de) .  A smal l ,  sable-roofed dormef  ls
p laced on th is  s lde near  the ln tersect lon wl th  the nor th wing.  Wtth lh  th ls
ls  a t r lp le  wlndow openlng,  eonsi ls t lne of  a  eentra l ,  t r langular-heade{
wl-ndow f lanked by narroer rectarrFular windovrs. The centraL wlndo$r sra6
replaced wl th  a door  ln  th  ear l .y  1950s to  perrn l t  aeeess to  a f l re  esfape.
The s l l l  was lowered to  accept  the door ,  and the upper  sash of  the wf .ndow
le f t  l n  p lace  as  a  t ransom.

The rear  ent ranee to the Bul l< .e l .ey School  is  located at  the ln tersect f -on of
the  no r th  and  wes t  w lngs ,  anc l  f ' aces  \ res t .  I t  l s  s lm l l a r  l n  des l_gn  to  the
ma in  en t rance ,  a l t hough  sma l l [ e r ' l n  scaLe  and  l ack inc  the  e labo ra te  eFan i te
ra l l lng of  the maln entrance, ,  The west  e levat lon of  the nor th wins hhs
the usual  f  i rs t  f  loor  rectanl ru lar  windows wl th  Z-over-Z double-hunq Nash.
Smal l  h lpped-roof  dormers are Let  ln to the eable roof  on th ls  s ide of  the
wing.  These feature pal red 1-o! 'er -1 double-hunE sash.  The end of  the nor th
t lnq,  whlch facest f re  AntLenterst  Bur ia l  Ground to the nor th,  has reetFngular
windows on the f l rs t  f loor ,  erndi  a  t r lp le-arched wlndow openlng on rht  second
f loo r ,  Le t  l n to  the  gab le  6nc l .  Th i s  f s  e lm l l a r  l n  des lgn  to  those  on  the
eouth facade.  The r ight  wl -ndcrw,  however ,  hras conver ted to  a door  in  1959.

The ln ter lor  o f  the Bulke ley rschool  was or lg lna l ly  very s t ra lght - for fard
ln p lan.  A vest lbnr le  ln  the to l r rer  has an arched openlng to  a corr ldof  whlch
leads to  the rear  ent rancer  A,cc€ss to  the c lassrooms la  prov lded by f t re
corr idor .  (Photograph 7) .  Eaclh wlng conta lned a correspohOtng cLassrgom.
The west  wlng of  1899 conta l r red an assembly room on the f l rs t  f loor  gnd
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Gheck one
-x- original site
- moved date

Describe the present and original l i f knowrrlf physical aPpearence

The Bulke ley School  is  aHigh Vi r : tor ian Goth ic  bu iJ-d lng.  constructed-  f !om' l t i7 l
wl rh subsequenr  addl t ions ln  l lSt )g,  19L2,  1922,  and 1934.  The school -  lp  on
a lo t  bounded to the eaat  by l lur r t ington Street ,  to  the south,by Eulke ley

Place,  to  the west  by Hempstead Street ,  and to  the nor th by the Ant le [ test

Bur la i  Ground.  Faclng Hunt lngton Streei  to  the east ,  the school  over lpoks
downtown New London ind the hartror. Ttre bultdlng conslsts of a square torter

19t  on each s lder  ro  whlch wlngsi  ere at tached to the lor - t l l  899!h-r  . l^ f l .
wes t .  t he  d lmens ion "  o f  wh lch  i r : e ,  respec t l - ve l y r  36 t  by  4Ot  r -25 '  Uy  3p r r  -
and trZ, by 73.. The wlngs are t lro stori,es ln height wlth Sable roofs, and

are constructee of  rock l faced gr :an i te  ashlar .  To the 991! ,  t !o-3-stor f ,
t i te-Utock addit lons covered : l , i  etucco \rere added ln 1922 and L934. Tfrese

i i " -Se ; - ; t  i t g l  . "a  55 '  by  844 ,  respec t l ve l y . (Pho tog raph  1 ) ,

The two stucco-coVered addlt lrrns of L922 and 1934 domlnate the aPPear

of the btrt ldlng as vlewed frorr l luntlngton Street. These two wl'n8s are

slmllar ln desfgn and constrl lrctiLon, the L922 addltlon havlng been re
i" iggA io conf orrn wlth rhe l.rrer i'ork. Both wlngs -are attached by a

io the or lg lnal  bul ld lngr4d r :xtend to the ea6trrard8 wlth a s l lght  8a
t 

".,. 
ttreml (see Plan 1). The eagtern ends of both addltlons have a c

favltl lon rlrt ih palred pllaste:r'e between whlch the front doors ar€ se

i l .p i"  c lasslcai  eurround conslst lng of  -p l laste:9r enteblatuler and

;;t. m" lg21 addltlonr to rlnie souih of 
- 

the 1934 addltion, has- a sl

recessed, t""i"r,gular g6ne1 a'brorre the door. Raleed vertlcal members
a second 

" ."""" . i -p"n" i ,  
seml- ,c iLrcular ln shape. To el ther s l 'de of

."rr t "" t  pavLl l lon,  r€ce6sed, round-headed-Panels are placed: The 193
to the nbrtn, conialns wlnd6wsr j ln place of the recessed, bllnd. panel

ttre Lg22 addirton. !fultlple {.,ervs3-/1 do,trble-hung sash occuPy theee
op..irrgt. The south elevitlon_.o:f the 1922 addltlon, whlch.!.::: P:
i i"".r-hae- rectangular f lrst t i loor windowe wlth 4-ov€l-4 double-hung
fn *.titfples wlthln each open!.ng. Above thise are targe wlndow openl
wlth Tudor arches. Wlthln iacfr iopenlng, 5-over-6 dotrble-hung sash a

i"-g"""ps-of three. Transomg oc,cupy the archee. One wlndow has been
ver led  lo  a  door  w l th  a  s tee l  f f ra -e6caPe.  (Photograph 1) .  The-o t le r
of the addltons are slmllar In iarrantenpntr altnotrgh- lacklng the Tud

of the slde faclng Bulkeley PlLa,ee.

very
e 11ed
bbv
b€-

ntral
l n a
t -
t ry

t o

wtng,
of

otJ
ley
sash

s e t ,
ofI-
sldes
r arche

the
en
the

ated
lrh

To the south slde of the lobby 'nhlch connects the atucco addlt lons t

origlnal bgttdlng, the orlgtnir l  entrance to the Bulkeley School has

; i i l ; ;d . - (Fh;Ei r .pn 2) . "Granl te  s ta l rs  lead to  the double doors o

enrrance. l iewei-p6"t i ,  
"" i - ra l lL lnge 

aue of  granl te,  the ral l lngs deco

;t;h frercea q""i""ioli;. rranr<rie the dooiwav ?r€ 8:1"1::- ::lYi?"
..r"nfbtt capttals whlch bear abatr;ct follate deslgls Ln low relLef'

support an equllateral or polrrted arch comprlsed-of smooth Sranlte v

ri ' t i , a bowteil or roll moldln.g along the lnner edge. -Brownstone vous

heae
eeo l rs

wlth Lleturns surround the grarilte. An outer courge of granlte vousso

was not retalned when the entlcance wa8 relocated ln 1922,

olre
r8

The orlglnal facade of the Bu.[ketey School remalns, although altered and

somewhai obscured by the Lg22 and 1934 addltions, whleh were constnr$ted
on the broad lawn whlch once sloped down to Huntlngton Street. (PhotfSraPh
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3 ) .  A t  t he  base  o f  t he  towers ' ! he i  en t rance  desc r lbed  above  was  l oca ted .
When the Lobby was attached to ttre b{rtLdLng at thts polnt, the entrange
rtas removed and relocated to th,e south slde of the lobby. The tosrer, r.{hich
featured an oPen,  arched bel f ry 'and bar t lzans at  each cbrner ,  had i is
upper port ion removed ln 1922. T<l the south and norfh of Ehe 

- 
tower, wi. lngs

extend,  formlng the or ig lna l  f r rcade of  the bul ld ing.  The nor th wing id  ie-
cessed somewhat  Ln compar ison u, l th  the south wing.  Both rest  on a ia l fed
basement  wl th  segmenta l ly  arched wlndow openlngs conta ln ing Z-over-2
double-hung sash.  Dl rect ly  abo.v 'e  these baseneni  wlnd0$16,  rectangular  f ] l rs t
f loor wlndow openlngs have charlrfered edges wlth stops. Both wings have
three wlndows on both f l rs t  f l r ror  and basement .  The south e lde of  th le
facade has a granl te  corbel  ta lb ,k l  un l t lng the s i l ls  o f  the second f loQr
wlndows.  (Photograph 4) .  The second f loo i  windol rs  are set  wl th in  a gal le
roofed dormer.  A t r lp le-arcbed opening compr lsed of  po lnted or  equl ia lera l
arches frames the wlndowso Cohrmns support ing th9 central arch rest or+
polygonal  bases_stopped down to $quare p l ln ths.  Cuahion capl ta ls  ar€ qrna-
mented wl th  t re fo i - l  des lgn ln  l low re l le f .  The in t radoe of  iach arch has
trefol l  drop tracery. Brownstone sprlngers emphaslze the base of the dhree
arches. The chamfered eldes of t tre wlndow openlnga are provlded wlth lambrs
tongue stoPs. Dotrble-hun8, l-orrer-l  sash j"s used ln the-wlndows. Above the
wlndow arrangements on both wl_rrgs, the gabled dormers have proJectlng eaves
suppor ted by wooden bracketg.  lJooden gable t r lm,  p lerced wt th 6 laborate
traceryr now removed-, once occrrphed the peak of this gable and others througt
out  the bul ld lng.  (Photograph l l ) . ,

The north wint of the origl-nal b'ut lding was extended ln 1912 wtth great cere.
The gable end was removed, careftr l ly marked, and lreconstructed once enllaree-
ment had taken place. _Materialu ernd workmanihlp are entlrely consLstenlt witt
the earl ler port l ,on. (see Plan l).  Another alteratlon era6 the removal of the
or lgLnal  s la te roof  and l ts , rep lacement  wl th  asphal t  sh lng les,  perhaps ln
the 1950s.  The or ig ina l  roof  o i f  the bul ld lng wai  constnrc ied 6f -oar t 's ta te
wl th  hor l "zonta l  bands of  l lghter  s la te bear ing designs worked wl th  co lored
s la te .  (Phorog raph  3 ) .

The south e levatLon of  the o lderr  por t lon of  the Bulke ley School  faces
Bu lkeLey  P1ace .  (Pho tog raph  5 ) "  Tn ts  e leva t l on  l s  ca re fu l l y  ba lanced ,
wlth a central gable-roofed dormerr f lanked by the gable eni of the s6uth
wlng to  the east ,  a ld  a large,  gerb led dormer to  the west ,  formlng a cogr-
t inuous e levat lon.  Beneath the gcrb les at  the east  and wei t  s ldes of  th ls
elevationr-teto wfndoy openLngs ir:e located on both the basement level [nd
the f l rs t  f loor  Ievel ,  s tml lar  to  those of  the or lg lna l  facade.  Tt re sebond
floor wlndows on either sLde ol i  the central dormer ar€ tr lple-arched, the
central arch belng larger than those next to Lt, Granlte columns and cgpltals
Eupport the center erch. The sjLders of the wLndow openlngs are chamfere!-
wlth lambfs tontue stops. A brownstone bett  coursa ls la ld at  ghe sDrinslnc
llne of the arches. The wlndow ln the center arch has Z-ovec-2 double-[;;;
sash. The smaller windows to ejltbrer side have l-over-l dotrble-hung 

"."ir. 
"

The central dormer has three bsserment windows and three first f lo6r wtlriows.
wlth Z-over-2 double-hung sash. 4, four centered arch ts dtvtded Uy-V-tLa;;;;
lnto taro lancet wlndows wlth l-6vsr-1 double-hung sash, above wtri lh ts[a 

-r

Fage 1



Fxn-a-ss (tx-7t)

United States Department of the llnterior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation S,ervice

National Register of Hiistoriic Places
Inventory-Nom inationr lForm

Bulkeley School
Continuation sheet New London, CT Item number Fbge

laboratory space on the seeond : f loor .  Sta l rs  to  the upper  f loor  were
located ln  the tower and the wels t  wln iq.  The second f loor  was organized ln
a s lml lar  fashlon,  a l thoughthe urest  wlne eonta lned two rooms conneeted by
a ha 1 lway.

Changlng educat lonal  requl" remen'Es resul ted ln  the d lv ls lon of  the ln ter lor
ln to srnal ler  un l ts  for  6pecla l i . :zed lnrgt ruct lon.  (see Floor  Plan) .  Much of
the or lg ina l  fabr lc  remains,  fo : r  new'par t l t lons have been super lmposed over
the o lder  room arrangements.  Wa, l ls  anrC cel l lngs ane p lastered throuFhout
excep t  f o r  reeen t  pa r t l t l ons ,  r l i cs t  dae lng  f rom 1959 .  The  o r l g ina l  wa l l s  o f
the bul ld lng and of  the 1899 aruJ L9LZ addl t lons have a walnscot  dado and
chal r  ra l l .  On the f l rs t  f loor ,  deepl 'y  molded baseboards and p laster  cov lng
are ev ldent .  lncer lor  door6 th t ' rcughouE the bul ld lng are panel led,  except
where new doors have been added,  (Photograph 8) .

The surr r lv lng s ta i rcase to  the second f loor  has a newel  post  $r l th  beak
mold ing ln  prof l le .  The handra l I  remalns,  a l though the balusters have been
covered wl th  f lberboard.  (Photc, lgraph 9) .  The second f  loor  rooms aLso have
walnscot  dados and chal r  ra l ls ,  a l thorugh the e laborate p lasterov lng of  the
f l r s t  f l oo r  Ls  no t  repea ted .  A : f l r ep l iBCe  w i th  a  co rbe l l ed  b r i ck  man teLp leee
remalns ln  the hal lway of  the u 'esr  wl :ng.  (Phorograph.  10) .

The L922 addlt lon contalns clasrsrooms on the lower f Loor. The upper two
stor les are occupled by an audl , rEor lum. Dark-sta lned wooden moldtnt  def lnee
the outl lnes of wlndows and tra,nsoms. Exposed beams are supported by braeee
te rm lna t l ng  l n  mo lded  co rbe l s .  (Pho toBraph  11 ) .  The  1934  add l t l on  con ra lns
a two-story gymnaslum and a f  Lo, r r  o f  rc lassroomg.

The Bulke ley School  was last  ocrcupled for  c l ty  o f f lces.  S l "nce l ts  abandon-
menE, damage f rom vandal lsm and f rom natura l  weather lng has oceured.  The
baslc stnrcture ls sound, howerier ' ,  anrC retalns nnrch of the orlglnal fabr!-c.
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statement "r sig?llf"u"*3'6ii b,,l Bl$grap6t Pavne & Kee f e ( I 934)

Th"-Bulke ley School  was desigrrec l  by Leopold Eld l l - tzr  a f l  l -mpor tant  fLeure
ln late l9th-century Amertcan ar:chitectur.e. The buridtng eihtbi;;  

"" iEl"rot the dlst lnct lve characrerlgt! .cs of Eld-1ltzrs work, r i f  1"a; i i l -hi ;- I ; ;-ltectural theortes :s_propounctedr in rhe Natrrre ang Ftinglrpn gg-Ad-itfaii.( crtterton c) . The Bu lice riy-5crrc,oi--ff"-lffiti6olG-ErFsEo6Twhrgh
operated from lE73 to 1951 , wtrerr lt was atsorbed by rhe publtc sctrooiiiy"t"oFounded through the w111 oi H,ornro i.-g"lkeley, tire schoot admltied l{ewLondon resldents free of chargpr- i"n"i loning ai '"  quagi-ptrur ic insrlr$t lon.The curr lculum, at f l rst tntei ia6a as coltegE pigp"ir i rot '""ry, r . ,  laterexpanded to meet comrmrnlty reerrdg. Many of itte'ZOln-cenlurlz r6iaers ;;|i l,London and southeastern connectlcur w6re traduares of Buricei;i-$;.oti trhlehplavcd an lmportant role ln t trre locar coff ini ; t .-(cr ir"rron a).--- ' '

Leopold Etdl l tz was born ln Prrrgue-r-Bohemla (now Czechoslovakla) ln l$Zg,of Gerrnan patrents. He recelvedt irctrrectural iiarnrng prlor to his eml$ra-tlon to AmerlcS.a-t tle age of i20. Afrer a brlef p"rioi aB a araiisman tnthe offlcc of Rtchard upjoflr-lle entered lnto-a i""i".r"hlp wlth a Bagarlannamed Blesch. About l84B; g16L:Ltz- b"Fqr an Lndependent archltccturar $rac-t lce, deelgnlng churcheei publ. : [c uut iainge, and commerclal 
" tnr. tro"i  

Hlspreferred arehltectural ityte was ttret-oi in" cottric RevLvar.-aiinouetf tn-fluenced by Ruskln and othlr advocares of Gothle aichlteemb; giJ-irr, ,"",Inslstent that archltects be f:cee to draw on a wlde range of hlstorlc styresfor lnsplrat lon. Thls eclect lcr: lsm ls rei lectea rn nrs w6rk. Anottrer c$arac-ter lst lc of EtdLLtz was hls enqrhasls on the mass anrl  sol ldl ty of hls qulrd-lngs. Archltectural rnaasee sho,rr ld, . ."o"dlr,g to Eldlt tz, express thel46tralctural functlon.

The Bulkerey schoor i l luetratee both rhe lnf luences upon Eldlr tz and $lsown l-ndivlduarlstlc theorlee of archrtecnrre as expressed ln The Natude
S  F u n c t l o n .me G :nG;;"S'*i -ffi T:trit***c"ffi "ru3#fl*511li;gable roofs of rhe Bulkeley Schodl. ftre'u.orf it-;;;J"Itr.e eeve' suppo{tedby brackets produce a plctures<p,e 

"ffect 
helgirt"n"d-Uy ttre polychrome{slate roof and the gaui"- i r rmr 'borh-; ;  removed.

Eldl l tz was concerned that a.bul ld lng ehould reveal  l te maea rather t4andisgulee l t ,  and placed-partLcul""  
" i """a-on 

dlept iytng the strength alndrlgldlty of materlaLe. Tire roug;h ftntsh of rhe gianite aghlar walls 14d1-cate apparent strength,  accordi .n lg to Eldl l tzf  s ; ; ; ; ; ,

A rough quarry facer 88 weil. Es a porrshed surface of many sortsof etoner reveals a vlgor,crurr crystall lzatron, and helghtenethe color, and thus indirecut:r tne apparent capablrlty of themarerlal to do mechanlcal wrrri<. f ir"-!*p"rlment may be trled wltha serlee of eubes of one anct the aame stone, and of equal dlmen_
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slons, whlch may be made tro raog€ f rom a rough querry faee to
a f lnely tooled surface, and lt  w111 be found that the rotrgher
the surface, the greater t l fre seeml,ng rlgldlty of the materlal.
For  th ls  no mechanlca l  re iason can be ass lgned.  A b lock of  s tone
of fers  a res ls tance to  a load press lng upon i t  perpendicu lar ly
exact ly  propor t lonal  to  the area of  l ts  smal lest  hor lzonta l  aec
t lon.  No proJect lons on hts  face beyond the l lnes const l tu t ing
these l tml ts  can help th j rs  s tone ln  the labor  of  rests t lng
pressure; yet the stone $g.e^q, stronter than another stone whlch
ls dressed down to an evGln surface at the l lne whlch ls the
boundary of  l ts  hor lzonta l  area.  l .

Thle careful concern for the 1>sychological effect created by texture
1s a lso  re f  lec ted  In  E ld l i t z r$  ,asser tLon about  co lo r :  r rThe deeper
color of c structural part the greater lts apparent resletance to
s t ra ln . t ,2 .  The dark  g ray  co lo r  o f  the  loca l l y  ob taLned granLce,
seamed wlth velng, lB also appror late ln the construlct lon of  the
Bulkeley School. Even the poallt lon of wlndow saeh wlthln the openlng
!s lmportant, accord!.ng to Ei<tLLtz:

The thlcknees of  wal ls and plers const i tutes and element,  and
hence an expressLon of  strengthr dB wel l  as thelr  width.  To
make the thlckness appar€nt, the doors and wlndows should not
be placed on the outside, hrt ln the mlddle of the wallr a
practlce not obser:ved lnr modern struetures. 3.

The wlndow sash ln the Bulkel,ey school ls set deeply, as ln
works by Eldlltz. The chamfer:lng of the edges of the wlndow
may algo have serrred to t lve ' the appearance of  t reater maes,
th ls  le  nor  exp l l c l t l y  s ta ted  by  E ld l l t z .

Ln contrast, the surrounds of '  the tr lple-arched seeond f loor wlndow
openlngs are l lghter ln color and Bmoother ln f lnlgh than the walls.
Ttre thl-ckness of the voussoil'rg and supportlng columns and cushion
capltals count€ract thls. The dark color of the brownstone course
deflnlng the sprlnging l lne o:f the arches glves speclal promlnence t
that feature. Ttte low rel lef decoratlon of the capltals ls subordlna
to the functlon, leavlng the structural nature of the rnass clearty v

The Bulke ley School ,  despl te  ra l terat lons,  demonstrates the pr lnc lp le
the archltect conslstently. l lhe lmpact of the bulldlng le one of sol
and permanence. The craftsmansh,lp dtsplayed ln lte constructlon ls
the nagonry work belng executrrpd by George Presr ln 1871-73 and 1899
by John J.  Ryan ln 19L2. The,co,nsletency of  the desl tn 1,8 euggeet lve
Eldl l tz wae consul ted for the addi t lon of  1899. 5.  T?re bul ld lng ls e
ln value by the presence of t lhree other maJor bulldlngs by Eldlltz

Item number Fage

nany o
openLngs

althou

s l b l e .

of
l ty

tab le ,
and

that
need

London, each deslgned for dl l l ferent purposes: the Flret  Congregat lon
Church ln the Gothic Revlval style (1850), the Jonathan Newton Harrl

New
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res ldence  l n  the  l t a l t an  V t l l . a  s t y le  (1859-1860) ,  and  a  commerc ! -a l  s tn re -
ture in  the Romanesque sty le ,  the Harr ls  Bul ld lng (1884) .  Each repregents
the appl lcat lon of  E ld l l tz rs  personal  arch i teetura l  theory to  s t ruct$res
of  wldely  vary lng purpose.

The Bulke ley School  or lg l ra terd In  a bequest  made ln  1849 by Leonard H.
Bulke ley.  Bulke ley,  a  merchan'E,  le f t  a  sum of  about  $251000 for  the Sur-
pose of establtshing a free sir:hool for the boys of New London, to be known
as the Bulke ley School .  The s i ' r lpu lat lons of  the w111 were specl f tc :  the
money nas to be lnvested by the tnrstees untl l  a sum of $501000 nad
accunnrlated. At that t lme a srr:hool bulldlng was to be erected, provl{ lng
that no more than $71000 should be expended for both land and butldl{tg.

ln  1869,  the Cl ty  of  New Londrcn,  gave to  the t rurs tees of  the Bulke ley estate
the land on whLch the former almshouse had stood, next to the f lrst $'urlal
p lo t  o f  the c l ty .  Leopold Eld l l tz  was commlesloned to des lgn the new
school  ln  1870,  and construct : lon began the fo l lowlng year .  As constnFcElon
costs  to ta l led $401000,  the t : rustees were forced to  apply  to  the s tafe
leg ls la ture for  re l le f  f rom t r l re  or lg lna l  prov ls lon of  $71000.  In  Sepfember
o f  1873 ,  t he  Bu lke ley  Schoo l  adml t ted  l t s  f l r s t  c l ass  o f  36  pup l l s .  ds
free educatlon at the hlgh school level was no!{ provlded for New Lon$on
boys ,  t he  Bar t l e t t  H tgh  Schoo l ,  a  pub l l c  schoo l ,  was  c losed .

The Bulke ley School  6oon proved popular .  l ts  funct lon etas,  or lg lna l ly ,
to prepare students for entre,nce into col lege. Although no tult lon w$s
charged to New Londoners, apprl1cant6 \tere requlred to pas6 an examln$tlon
pr lor  to  adml t tance.  Inst ruct : lon was ln  a c lassLcal  currLculum: Lat l { t ,
Greek,  and the l lbera l  ar ts  u(ere taught .  Dur lng the 1890sr  sc lent l f l$  and
technlca l  courses hrere added:  chemlst r l r  phys ics,  mechanlca l  drawlng5 and
surrreylng. In 1908, a commerc:Lal course of studl-es was addedl the c\rfr iculu
then  o f fe r l ng  c lass l ca [ ,  6c le rn t t f  l c ,  and  commerc la l  cou rses .

In  1891 ,  the t rustees of  the lBulke ley School  adml t ted ron-r€aldent  epudents
for  the f l rs t  t lme,  a l though:requi r ing tu l t ion.  This  measure resul te f l  ln
substantial enrol lment from srurroundlng towns and from more dlstant +reas.
At  least  one student  at tended.  f rom Mlnnesota.  By L923,  af ter  f i f ty  yQars,
the enrol lment of the Bulkeler'y School had lncreased 7OO%, while the
tton of New London had lncrea'sed only 2OO%. The i.ncrease was attr ibufed
to the admlssion of scholars :from out of town and to a greater deman{ for
a h lgh school  educat lon.  6 .

The ex ls t lng phys lca l  p lant  p :Eov€d l "nadequate.  In  the words of  Wal tet r  A.
Towne,  headmaster  f rom 1888 t r ro  L92L:  f i the school  wa6 a l l t t le  gem arFhl - ,
tectu ia l ly r  hr t ,  ln  l tght  o f  subsequent  events,  t t  showed smal l  v ls lpn of
the demands that  would soom t l la  made upon l t . f r  In  1899,  a generous g l f t
from George Tlnker, forner rEi ' lror, permitted the constructlon of the t l test
wlng, provtdlng an assembly rroo,111 6tr6 laboratory space. Prest, the orfglnal
contractor, was hlred, and tbrrg new wlng eareful ly matched to the oldt The
same concern for  the arch l tec iEura l  ln tegr l ty  o f  the bul ld lng was manf fested
ln 19L2, when local stonernlao:n John J. Ryan was hl-red to extend the f iorth
w lng  o f  t h9  schoo l .  7 .

Item number
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The wrLter ls unable to ver:; l f  y whether or not Eld LLtz deslgned the
1899 addl t lon.  GLven the re,markable cohesLvesness of  the deslgn,  1
seems l lke ly .  The L9L2 exte,ns lon took p lace 4 years af ter  E ld l l tz r
deathl and may have been a slmple dupllcatlon of features already
used in the bulldlng.
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By L922, the need for fur ther physlcal  expansion was evident.  The t
expressed the desi re for  a  s tone annex,  but  found the cost  prohlb i t i
Local  arch l tect  Dudley St .  Cla: :e  Donnel ly  was reta ined to  des lgn the
of  the two stucco addi t lons,  contatn lng an assembly hal l  and four  new
rooms. The orlglnal entrancewal'r,  however, was re-uaed on the south sl
the ney*r  lobby.  In  1934,  the neeid for  addl t ional  c lassroom space and a
s lum resul ted ln  the constnrct jLon of  the second stucco addl t ion,  des l
by the locat  f t rm of  Payne and Keefe.  8 .

Bulkeley School succeeded ln p:rovldtng htgh quallty secondary educatl
to the rnale New London populat:Lon through contlnual expanslon of lte
grams and physlcal plant. The constructlon of the various addltlons f
1899 to 1934 resul ted not only '  f rom an lncreased school  popnr lat lon,  b
from the need to provtde speclaLtzed facLlit les unneeessary by the a
of the 1870s, when the crlglna,L stnrcture was bullt. Much of the buel
and legal corumrnlty withln the New London area graduated from Bulkele
School .  Whl le a pr ivate instLtrr t ion,  the Bulkeley School  f l l led a pub
role.  Slml lar  tnst i tut lons exleted ln Nomlch and Woodstocke the Nortr
Free Academy and the Woodstock Academy.These, however, retalned thelr
ldenclcy when absorbed into rEhe pnrbllc school system. fihe Bulkeley
forced to depend on subsldles :from the Clty of New London as early as
was eventually merged with a Frrivate technlcal school ln 1951 to forrn
London Hlgh School. For 78 yea,:rs, however, the Bulkeley School provld
essential servlce to the comrmlnlty, and ls of slgnlflcance ln the edu
al  h lstory of  New London.

Footnotes

l .  E l d l l t z ,  I e  o p o l d .
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rrBulkeley School Annex Now lReady for lnspectloortt Thg Eventng !3X,
c l lpp lng f l le  a t  Publ lc  L l t r rary  of  New London,  Env.  2 ,  #  19.
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