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DATE

(Y. NAME

C OMMON:

013 Huguenot House

[ i c

AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION

STREET AND NUMUOER:

Corner Jay, Hempstead, Coit, and Truman Streets
CITY CR TOWN:
New London
STATE cope 1COUNTY: i COoDE |
Cennecticut —C New London Ji’———_——Oll 1}
N A
[3. CLASSIFICATION ,
3 A [
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS CCESSIBLE
(Chock One) TO THE PUBLIC '
) District X Building J Pubic [PLbhc Acquisition: 41 Occupied Yes: ‘
A ! )
75 Site ) Structure b? Private ! 1 tn Process T Unoccupied 7] Restricted ‘
i i
] Object ] Both ] . ’Being Considered (O] Preservation work U] Unrestricred i
1 in progress 3L No E
1 J
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Aopropriate) ]
7] Agricultural ™ Governmen: 3 Porx (] Transportation ] Comments ,
7} Commercial 1 Industrial ti] Private Residence [} Other (Specify) S ;
{_] Educational {71 Military [} Religious 1
[} Entertainment [0} Museum 7 Scientific !
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY i
OWNER'S NAME: ry
. ! W ety s -~ - [ .
¥rs. Charlotte Douglass and Prilip E. Douglass, Jr. g
STREET AND NUMBER: :yj m
@
Corner Jay, Hempstead, Coit, ard Truman Streets G
CITY GR TOWN: STATE: cope |
e )
New Londen Connecticut "CLLO =4
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 1
COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OF DEEDS, £TC: H o
= o
Yunicipal Building @ <
STREET AND NUMBER: T g
ol
CITY OR TOWN: {STATE_ CODE él
cw London i Cormmecticut CLLO =
[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS i AW
i ' B y . N . - vy . |
TR e sunYET (1) Historic Americen Buildings Survey (CORN-208) Loz
L (2) Connecticut Historie Stiuctures cnd Landaorks Survey I
[DA TE OF suRvaV(Z‘)lqé7 (1) 1?2 {4 Federal [ State (] County ] Local ; 2
FEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: N o oen X cl =z
1) Librery of Congress R
{2% Coppeetiout-Historical-Commission < 13ig
w ! m
i (2) 75 Elm Streect ; o
. z
F Ty OR TOWN: 1) Washirigton, D.U. STATE: cooE | -
Fr) . - ‘
Hartford Connecticud 028C: 19
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7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

{Chack One)
[} Excellent ] Good E5 Fair [T} Deteriorated {1 Ruins {0 Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
B Altered ] Unaltered ] Moved 33 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARKANCE

The Old Huguenot lHouse is a cne arnd a half story stone
house with a gamorel roof. It stands now as the pituresque
focal point of a busy Hew London intcersection, wrapped in
a wild overgrowth of ivy and so well-covered that the only
apertures visible arce the two dormer windows, a centrally
located skylight, and the dcormmy.

Under the ivy the building has three double hung windows on
the front which faces southeast. Ywo of these are located
at the eastern eic and the other is between the southern end
of the bullding and the docr. On the southwestern end of
the building are four more windews: two on the ground floor
located near the corners of the bullding and two windows
located near the corners of the gombrel roof abt the second
{loor level. The organization of window openings on the
southwest is not duplicated on the northeastern side since
there is only one window on the first floor and that is
located near the north corner.

There are two chimneys located on cach end of the buwdlding.
The roof is shingled with eebest shingles and these are
continued around the rocf dormefs wnich arc later additions,
These dormers are flet-vopped” and narrow with six over six
sashe The dressed stone of which the building is constructed
is granite., It is laid xh regwlier horizontal beds with the
use of a small amount gf mortar.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Huguenot fouse is the only structure of its gype in New London.
The house WaS built about 1759 by Nathaniel Hempsted, grandson of
Joshua Hempsted—-Wno was suthor of the dernsted Diary & chronicle
of the life in New London from 1728 to 1758, Because gambrel—roofed
houses were not usually built of stone the stOTy of the origins of
this house seemed to require cxplanation: Hence, & local tradition
arose that the building was constructed by Huguenots who 1ived for
a while in New London.

However, efforts to {ind records of Huguenot WOTKETS in New London
in the mid-eignteenth century prove Lo be fruitlesse A mOre probable
explanation is that some of the Acadizns who had been exiled by the
British from Nova Scobia end who arrived in New London in 1756 were
the laborers who censtructed the nouse. It 1s well-established

that soon after their arrival wome Acadians were employed for the
construction in stone of the. home of:Céptaih;Nathaniel Shaw, &
wealthy merchant of New London. Since these Acedlans did not re-
turn to Nove Scotia antil 1767, it 1s not unlikely that they also
worked on the construction of Kathaniel Hempsted's house.

Further evidence that the work was done by Frenchmen is the kind
of stone-work: the stone is evenly finished and laid in regular
horizontal beds which is characteristically French (whereas
rubblevork is craracteristically English). Another piece of
evidence is a rote in Joshua Hempsted's diary of = Peter Frenchman

and a Peter Frenchboy who were employed by him doinghtsuitable
work."

Thus the Huguenot House is sipnificant as the source of a local
and probably erroneous tradition of Huguenot laborers passing
through the town, 28 well as being a picturesque gambrel—roo?ed
structure Which is unigue for the area. Tt is also imporvant
for its location which is adjagent to the Hempsted house, a property
of the Antiquarian and Landrarks Soclety and one of the,gldest
nhouses in Connecticut.
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