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The Acors Ssrns house, formerly the resicence of onc of licw London's we=lthy
families, is now well-preserved as law offices. Although redevelopment has
deprived the site of environmental continuity, the property itself reteins
sufficient physicel integrity which, along with its successful edeptive use, inakes
it a worthwhile historic pléce, The house sits close to the strcet, yet its
cor~er lot is fillecd with trees end shrubs which set the house apart from the
neighborhood; in addition, a low wrought—iron fence surrounds the propertye.

The house, thcuch built in 18337, is in form sinilar to houses of the preceding
century: a rcctengular-plan, freie “uilding, 2% stories tall, five boys wide,
ceple roof with ridgeline parsllzl to the mein sireet and clapboarded exterior.
underpinning, as well as the entronce steps =nd the rctaining wall which levels th
house site, is of dressed granite 1aid as coursed aeshlar. Four brick chimneys ri
near the corners of the building. A larce, pediment—-shaped doriier, probabply «dded
in the late 1Sth century, projects at right angles from the itain roof in the front;
the dormer is lighted by a recteanguler double window with 8/8 sash.

Th

721

c

The front facade's principal feature is the main entrance, which shovs Greck
Revival inspiration in its flat-roofed portico. Fluted Doric columns rise directly
from the top entrance step and support a heavy entabulature consisting of a plein
architreve with simple transitional moldings, an unadorned frieze, a row of dentils
and a molded cornice. Behind the portico, the single—panel door is surrounded by
sideslights and a trenscm of rectengular panes. Feneled pilastcrs stand behind the
colurns. The relative simplicity of this trectment is repeated acein in the
pilesters at the corners of the building, the simple window trim, and the main
cornice, which is very heavy but even plainer th&n the portico's. The cornice outlin
a pediment in the gebles, which contain unusual windows in the form of a triungle.
The triangle sctually conteins two windows, each of which opens to a sepzarate room
in the attic.

Across the rear of the building extends a one-story verenda. This open sorch
consists of a shallow hipped roof suppcrted by sqguare columns with a plain
balustrade connacting them. The whole rests on square brick piers with a wood scre
between them. Part of the verands has becen enclosed for more interior room, and
the stairs which led to formal gerdens are no longer present. There is a side-
lighted entrance from the center of the porch. The windows opening onto the porch
are almost a full story high anc have 6/9 sash,unlike the other windows which have
6/6. A second-story projection has been added above the center of the porch; the
elegance of the rear facade has been somewhat compromised by this modification and
by the enclosure of part of the porch.

The interior presents a contrast with the stately but plain exterior. Based
on a central hall plan, the lay-out of rooms has been retained in the present use,
The hall, both downstzirs and up, has an elaborately paneled ceiling. The offset
stairway has rather elegsntly turned balusters, turned and carved newels and plain
rails; the whole is of a dark-stained wood which has the sppearance of mahogonye
One end of the upstairs hall is formed into an alcove by two slender fluted columns
The parlor rooms on the right side of the house are separated from each other only
by a wide archway which, 1ike the window casings, makes use of a shallow pediment
ar~h., Sliding doors recede into the bookcases on either sidg of the arch.” Cn the

_~left side are two rooms with a connecting cupboard, apparently.a dining room and

a pantry. The latter has a dumbwasiter to the kitchen in the cellar below. On the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Acors Barns house is an important ertifact of New London's histcry because
Barns and his family were representative of the city's merchant elite and their
house provides some understanding of the lifestyle of this class. In addition to
its value for social history, the house has consideranle architectural interest,
particularly because the present use of the building hass preserved much of the
interior intact.

Acors Barns (1794-1862) wes the son of a mariner and lived first in Westerly,
R.TI. and Stonington, Connecticut, where he owned a merchant vessel, After moving
to New London, he formed in 1827 a company with William Williams, Jr. This
became one of the largest whaling firms in the city. After 1849, however, fthe
whaling industry begen a sharp decline, and the city of New London lost the Lazsis
of its prosperity. Barns w3s no: personally &ffected by the decline of the port.
Like meny othsr New Lgyndon merchants, he was able to reinvest his money elsewvhere,
After a brief involvement with the Willimzantic and Pelwmer Railroad, Barns founded
in 1852 the Bonk of Comucrce. His son and cgrandson succeeded him as president
until 1902; thus Barns wes able tc provide amply not only for himself but for
subseguent generations.

The Barns house, in the family until 1918, reflects the prosperous lifestyle
of its owners. The house is thoroughly unpretentious from the street: it is
rather traditional in design, with simply a surface application of the Greek
Revival in the portico and pilessiers; only the corner chimneys suggest something
out of the ordinary. This plain appearance is belied by the veranda across the
back of the house and the formal gsrdens which were once there. Further evidence
of wealth is offered by the interiocr, with its elaborate hall ceilings, detailed
woodwork, and marble fireplaces. The contrast between the interior and axterior
is intriguing. The age of conspicuous consumption had not yet asrrived; perhaps
Corns wented to project an image of sober frugality, while at the same time
providing for a comfortable home,

Foreover, the Barns house clearly revesls the dependence of the family on
scervants., 1In 1850, Barns cmployed two female sarvants, but it seems that more
were reguired in later years. In the celler can be scen the remains of the
kitchen, wash room and wine cellar. On the ground floor, the dumbwaiter and the
cupboard in the front room, and in the attic, the servants'plain cubicles &sre all
reminders that gracious living was created by the domestic help. The Barns house
physically docuiients the symbiosis by which the wealthy and the propertyless
shared a home., Its value as an artifact is enhanced by the successful reuse —
which has retzined the cherascter of the building.
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rcors Borns House 7 one

second floor ihere are four chanbers end in the attic, five small rooms. [lhroudg!
out the house the woodwork is well preserved, with finely molded interior
cornices, baseboards and door and window casings. In the front rooms there are
folding penecled shutters. A notable interior feature are the marble coal
fireplsces, with round-zrched opening, reverse curve mantel and sculgtured
central brocket. Like the hordwood floors, these firenlaces appear to be later
rodific:stions mzde by Earns or his son. They are, howcver, fully in keeping
with the over=11l tone of the house. Noreovear, the present owner has preserved
the atmosphere of a substentisl residence by using appropriate furnishings,
such as period furniture, oriental rugs, suitable wallpaper, c¢nd Barns family
portraits,.
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Interior, second-floor hall, view north 4
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Interior, showing parlor fireplace, view southwest 3
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Rear (south) facade, view north east
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Front (north) facade, view south
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