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The . / rcors  E . ; rns  house,  fo : .ne : : Iy  the  r r :s i i c 'nce  o f  ' l nc  o f  l rc l r r  Loncronr  s ;  we ' l l  1 ' 'hy

f  an- r . i  ' l  . i  as . .  i s  nOrr ,  t \ ' e11-prese. r 'Ued ; rs  lav r  o f  f  i ce : ; .  A l th 'cuqh re t j rve lopnent  ihas
^ ! . . t . : ^ l 9 v l |

C e p r J - V e c i  ' t h e  s i t e  o f  e n v i . r o n t r , c n t i l l  c o n t - i n r - r i t y ,  t h e  p r ' c i r e r t y  i t s e l f  r ' l t ' -  j ' n s

s u r  f f i c i e n t  p h 1 ' s i c e I  i n t e g r i t ' y , , . , h , i - c 1 - 1  ,  a 1 o n i l  r v i t h  i t s  s t . l r c c ( ' - s s f u l ; ' c " p t l v e  \ l s e ,  ; : l i i e s ;

i t .  a  , u . , o r l _ j l v . . n i l e  i - r i s t o r i c  p1 ; , : e .  ' i i - r  e  ho r . l se  s i - " s  c l ose  to  i - he  s  L rce t ,  ye i -  i t - s

cO i - , t e r  ] o , t  i s  {  i l I ed  ' h , i i h  L r : ' es  , : nc [  s l - r r u ] : s  h ' 11  . i ch  5e t  t ' hc  ] r ou :e  cp r ' r t  f  r o rn  t l ^ re '

n e i , ; i - r b c r h o o C ;  i n  a d t l  i t . i - o n r , a  l o r n ' v ; r o u E h r  t - i - r o t r  f t t l c e  s ' u l : : c u n d s  i h e  p r o p t - - r : t y '

T i l e  h r ruse ,  t , i ] cu ;h  bu i l t  i n  1 i331 | ,  i s  i n  f o r ; n  s i r . r i  l a r  . i - o  i - r ouses  o f  i h< l  1> rc r - ' . : i | i ng

c e n L u r y :  , a  r c c t : , n , : u 1 a r - p 1 a n 1  f r c i r e  , u i l c l i n g ,  2 ) i  s l - o r i e s  t 4 1 1 ,  f i v e  b ; y s  t v i d e , ,

c i , b 1 e  r o o f  r v i t - h  r i c i g e l i n e  p . i r . - I 1 : 1  t o ' t - h . -  n a i n  s 1 - r e e L  a r r d  c 1 : r p b o ' - r ' c e d  e ; < i - e r j c ' : r : '  T h

u r : r c l e rp in l l i ng r  as  l " e l l  as  t he  en t r : t - ' c : e  s :ep rs  a r l d  t i l e  r . ' t - a ' Ln ing  r ' r a l l  t l ; l i ' ch  l eve - l s  t i - r e

h o u s e  s i t ; e r  i s  o f  d r e s s e d  g r a n i t s  l . a i d ; r  s  c : o u r s e d  a s h 1 . : l : .  ! - o u r  b r i c k  c i ' t . i t n n e l , ' s  r i s e

n e a r  t h e  , c o r n e r s  o f  L h :  b u i l d i n g .  . \  l a r q e ,  p e d i m e n t - s h ' : r p e o  c l o r i  r e r ,  p r o b ' : b 1 y  " c i ' i e d

i r r  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p r o l e c t s  a t  r i . g h t  a n g l e s  f r o r n  t h e  i t a j ' n  r o o f  i n  t h e  f r o n t ;

t he  dc rmsr  l s  l i gh ted  by  a  t " l t u , l  g . t l a r  c l oub le  r ' r i n r j o r v  r ' r i . Lh  6 /8  s ' r sh '

T h e  f r o n t  f . - c a d e I s  p r : i n c i p a l  f c a t u r e  l s  t h :  m a i n  e n L r a n c e ,  w h i c h  s h o v  s  G r  e : : k

R e v i v a l  i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  i t s  f l a t - r ' o o f e d  p o r L l c o .  L ' l u t e d  D o r i c  c o l u i : l n s  r l s e  d : i ' r e c t L y

f r o m  t h e  t o p  e n t r . r n c e  s t e p  a n d  s u r c p o r t ; r  h e a v y  e r r t a b u l a t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  r : f  a  1 ; ' l e r i n

. i : : : c h i t r a  v e  t r i t h  s i n , p t e  l - r . l t l s i t i o r r  a - L  m o l d i - n o s ,  a n  u n r a d O r : n e d  f r i e z e '  a  r o r (  o f  ' r j ' : n t i  I S

; rnd  a  mo ldec l  co r : . r - r i - cc .  t se i l j - t - r d  t he  1>o r t . i co ,  
- t he  

s i nq l c -pane I  doc ' r  i s  su r ' r c ' un ( l r : i l  by

s .1 - rSc l i g ) rLs  . : nd  a  t r ; nsc r , r  o f  r € : c t . ,  l - I ( JL l l r : r  p ;nes .  i r a l . r e l cd  p i -1 ' : s t c r s  s tand  L 'e l ] i l t i l  t he

c r :1u r ,ns .  The  re I ; ' t i ve  s l  t i r p , l i c i t l t  , r f  t , h , l r t  t r e ; r  t t n t : n t .  i s  r epe ' i : ec i  aEa in  i : n  t he

p i - l as te rs  a t  t he  cc rne rs  o f  t he  i l u . l  1<1 in<3 ,  t he  s i r ' p l - e  r ' l i ndow t r i -m ,  and  t ' h ' e  rn ' r  i ' r t

c , ) rn i ce  ,  r v l ] i ch  i s  ve ry  heav t  bu t  e ' . ' en  p - i a i ne r  t h i=n  the  po r t i co rs '  The  Corn l ce  ou t l l n

a  ped i rnen t  i n  t i r e  Ecb les ,  r qh i ch  ( : on ta in  L inusua l  w indo t ' r s  i n  t he  f o rm  o f  a  t r i ' ; n<3 le '

T l i r e  t r i ang le  ; c tua t i y  con t . . i ns  t uc>  ra r i ndo r , vs r  each  o f  v r l i c i r  opens  to  a  sepa ra te  room

i n  t h e  a t t i c .

i c ross  t he  rea r  o f  t he  t r u i l c :1n ,3  e> : t ' : nds  a  one -s ; t o r y  ve rand ' r '  Th i s  Open  ; ; : ' o : r ch

c r rns i s t s  o f  a  sha l l ow  h ippe i t  r oo l l  suppo . r t ed  by  squa re  co lu rnns  w i th  a  pJ : i n

b ,a lus t r . , . de  connec t i ng  t t r en r  .  The  r v .ho l -e  res t s  i r a  t q , t o t , e  b r i ck  p le rs  w i t h ;1  v ;o ' : r d  sc re

b e t r . l e e n t , h e m . P a r t o f t h e v , e r r i n < l o h a s , b c e n e r r c l o s e d f o r m o r e j l n t e r i o r r o o m ' a r r d
the  s ta i r . s  wh i ch  l ed  t o  f o rna l  g r ; r c l , : ns  ' a re  no  l o r i g ' : r  p resen t '  The re  i s  a  s i ' : - l  c ' -

l i gh ted  en t rance  f ron  the  cen te ;  o f  t he  po rch .  The  w indows  open ing  on to  t he  p ' r r ch

a re  a l -mos t  a  f u l l -  s to ry  h iqh  anc '  have  ' 6 " /9  sash run 'L i ke  t he  o the r  w indows  wh i r : : : : h  have

6 / 6 .  A  s e c o n d - s t o r y  p r o j e c t i o n  l ' r a s  b e c n  a d , l e d  a l > o r / e  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p o r c h l  t h e

e l e g a n c e  o f  t h e  r e ; : r  f a c a d e  h a s  l : e e n  s o r ' e w h a t  c o m p r o r n i s e d  b y  t i r i s  n o d i f j i " c a t l o t r  a n d

b y  t h e  e , n c l o s u r e  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o r c h '

The  j - n te r i o r  p resen ts  a  con t : . r as !  w l - t h  t he  s ta .be l y  bu t  p la in  c - x te r i o r '  8 " ' r sed

on  a  ce r r t - r s f  ha l l  p l an ,  t he  l ay - - , r u t  o f  r oo r f l s  has  been  re ta ined  i n  t l - r e  p ' r esen l :  use '

T h e  h a l l ,  b o t h  d o w n s t a i r s  i : , n d  u I ) ,  h a s  i r n  e l a b o r a t e l y  p a r n e l e d  c e i l i n g '  T h e  o ' 1 : F s e t

s t a i r r v a y '  h a s  r a t h e r  e l e g a n t - L y  t i r r n e a  b a l u s t e r s ,  t u r n e d  a n d  c a r v e d  n e t + e L s  a n d  l p l a i n

r .a i l s ;  t he  who le  i s  o f  a  d , r r k - s l : a i ned  r . r ood  wh ich  has  L f re  appea rance  o f  mahoc r  o lny '

c } n e e n d o f t h e u p s t a i r s h a l . L i s f c ' r m e c i l n t o a n a l c . c v e b y t w o s ] e n d e r f ] - l " r t e d r : : o l u n r n e
I ' hp  pa rJ -o r  raoms  on  the  r l g i r t  s :Lde  o f  t he  house  a re  sepa ra ted  f rom each  o the r  on l y

t r v  a  w i c i c  a rch rvay  wh ich ,  l i ke  t he  rq lndow cas ings t  makes  use  o f  a  sha l l ow  pec l t r i en t

: , ; " ; . - i ; . ia i . i  doors recede: i " to  in . -boo: tcast i  6" 'e l ther :  s ide of  the arch; -  ( r t r  the

,-Left sl<le are tnro rooms with a (:onnecLing cupboard, appare'nt) 'y a dlning roon:r '  and

a pantr)/.  The latter has a durnl>waiter to the kitchen l-n the ceLlar belr:w. On the
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T h e  h c o r s  E r r n s  l - r o u s e  i s  a n  : - r : ; o r t : n t  a r t - i f  a c t  , c f  l ' l s i v  L o n d o n r  s  h i s t c , r : y  ] r c ' ' : : , : r u s e

B ; , r n s  a n c i  h i s  f a n r i l y  \ \ r e r e  r " p r e s r r n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  c i t y r s  n r e r c h ; i n t .  e l i t e  a n d  t h e ' i - : r
h c r u s e  p r o v i d e s  s o r r r e  u n d e r s t a n c i n r ;  c f  t r e  l i f e s t y l e ' c f  t i - r i s  c 1 a s s .  I n . : d d : i . t i o n ,  L . o
i t . s  v a l u c  f o r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  L h r :  h . o u s e  h a s  c o n s i d e r a r l e  a r c h i t e c t u i a l  I r r t e r e ,  : ; t ,
p e r r t i c u l a r ^ l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r e s e n L  u s e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s ;  p r e s e r v e d  n r u c h  o : f  t h , e
i r r  t e r i o r : i n t a c t .

i c o r : ;  B a r n s  ( 1 7 9 4 - 1 8 5 2 )  w - . s  i : h e .  s o n  o f  a  m : r i n e r  , - n c l  l i v e d  f i . r s t .  i n  i f r : s t e r ' . 1 y ,
R . T .  a n d  I i t o n i n g t o n ,  C o n n e c t . i c u t l ,  \ \ , h e r c  h e  o v , n e d  a  m e r : c h a n t  v e s s e l ,  A f t e r  i r c ' v ' . i n g
t o  l , l e r r ' I - o r - r c i o n ,  h e  f o r r n e d  i n . I 8 2 7  a  c o n p . i n y  w i t h  W i l l i a m  W i l l i a n r s ,  J r .  ' I ' h . i s

b e c a n e  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g . s t  w h , i l i n r ;  f i r m s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  A f t e r  1 8 4 9 ,  h o r . r e v e r r  1 - h ,  e
u l - r  a l i n g  : L n d u s t - r y  b e g a n  . r  s h ;  r p  d , : c 1 i n e ,  a n d  t h e  c i t y  , : f  I i e w  L o n d o n  l o s t  1 l s  l r  , , , , s i s
n f :  i  t c  n r - , r c n - r i  l y .  B a r n s  r v : S  n o  _  f ,  e r s o 1 a l 1 y  . r f  f  e C i e d  i : ) '  t h e  d e , c l i n e  O f  t - h e  ; : , , : r . r t .
l , l . l : e  m r n ) , /  o i : h r r  i J e w  l o n d o n  n , e r c h ; ' n t s ,  h e  v ; a s  r . " . b l e  t , c  r e j - n v r s t  h l s  r ' o n e y  e l s e u , f l e . e .
A 1 ' t e r  a  b : r i . e f  i n v o l v e n e n t  w i t h  1 - i r e  i ' , i 1 1 i r n , ' n t i c  d D d  L - . -  l n e r  R ;  i  l r , c a d  r  D r r r r s  f o u , n d e d
i n  1 8 5 2  t h e  B . - n k  o f  C o m ' , r e : : c e .  I i i : ;  s o n  a n d  g r a n d i i o n  s u ( : c e e d e d  h i m  e s  p r e s , J - d e n t :
un  t i l  I 902 ;  t hus  Da rns  v . ' ; ; s  i r b l e  t c  p rov lde  c r ,p l y  n ,o t  o r r l y  f o r  h i n r seL f  b t - t t  f c ,  r
s u b s e q u e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s .

T h e  i l a r n s  h o u s e ,  i n  t h e  f  a r n i . t y  u n t l l  l 9 l 9 ,  r e f  l e c t s  t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  1 . i f  e s t y I e
o { . '  l t s  o w n e r s .  T h e  h o u s e  i s  L h o r : o u g h l y  u n p r e t - e n t i o u s  f r : o r : r  t h e  s t r e e t :  i . t  i s
r ; r t h e r  t r : a d i t i o n a l  i n  d e s i g n ,  w i 1 : h  s i r n p l y  a  s u r f a c e  a p p J - i c . i t i o n  o f  t h e  C i r e e } :
Rev i va l  j L r r  t he  po r t i co  and  p : i 1as1 :e rs  I  on l y  t he  co rne r  ch imneys  sugges t  s ;one t i ' r  - i - ng
o L l t  o f  t h e  o r c l  i n a r y .  I h i s  p . l a i n  a p ' p e a r a n c e  i s  b e l i e d  b 1 r  l 5 q  v e r a n d a  a c r o s s  t h e
be rck  o f  i : l - r e  house  and  the  f r c rma l  go rdens  wh ich  \ . / e re  oncc l  t he re .  Fu r the r  e ' y i de r  r i r : e
o f  r c e a l t t t  i s  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  l n t e . r : 1 c , r ,  w l t h  i t s  e l . - i b o r a L r  h a 1 1  c e i l i n o s ,  , l - . t . r i l - e d
woodwork , ,  and  marb le  f i r ep laccs .  ' I ' he  con t ras t  be tween  i : he  i n te r i o r  and  e : x te r j L r c r
1 s ;  l n t r l q u i n g .  T h e  a g e  o f  c ( ) n s p : L c u L o u s  c o n s u t n o t l o n  h a d  n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d l  p e r h a L  p , s
Der rns  \ . r an ted  t -o  p ro jec t  an  i r nage  o f  sobe r  f r uga l i t y ,  r * ' h j - 1e  a t  t he  sane  t , . i -me
p r o v i d i n r ;  f o r  a  c o r i , f o r t a b l e  h o m e , ,

I i o r c . o v e r ,  t h e  B a r n s  h o u s e  c l i l a r  l y  r t v e c l s  t h e  d e p e n c l e n c e  o f  t h e  f  a n i . L y  o r r
s c : r v a n t s , ,  T n  1 E 5 0 ,  B a r n s  e r n p l o y , : d  t r v o  f e r i r a l e  s e r v a n t s ,  b u t  1 t  s e e r n s  t h a t  n o r e
l { e r e  r e q r r : l r e d  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s .  I t t  t h e  c e l l a r  c a n  b e  e e e n  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e
k l . . t chen ,  r vash  room and  w ine  r -e I l ; r r .  On  the  a ro r l nd  f l oo r ' ,  t he  dumbwa i te r  i : nd  L lhe
cupboa rd  . i n  t he  f r : on t  r oomr  . i r r d  : Ln  t he  a t t i c ,  t he  sc - r van ts r  p la in  cub i c l es  a r :e  , a l l
r c rn l -nde rs  t ha t  g rac ious  l i v i ng  w i l s  c rea ted  by  t he  d , cmes t i c  he1p .  The  E l i ' r r ns  f r , l use
p t r ys i ca l - l Ly  docunen ts  t he  symb ios :Ls  by  wh i ch  the  r vea l t hy  and  the  p rope ' r t y ' l ess
s l r  a r e d  a  h o m e .  f  t s  v a l u e  a s  a n  a r t . i f a c t  i s  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  r e u s e  - ^ -

" r h i c h  
h a s ;  r e t a ,  l n e d  t h e  c h . r a r : t e r  o f '  t h e  b u i l d i n q .
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