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Summer  2010 

 
The New York Times recently lauded New London’s historic harbor and expanding art 
and music scenes.  While those of us who live and work in the city see the slow 
changes, LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON is an opportunity to meet new residents 
and patronize new and established businesses, enjoy the prospects to and from the 
new Parade Plaza, and participate in Waterfront events. 
 Many people have not discovered the new urban amenities we are learning to 
enjoy. Invite your friends and neighbors to join New London Landmarks for an interest-
ing self-guided tour: LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON on Saturday, June 19. 
We’ve scheduled it from 3:00 to 6:00 pm and hope everyone will also discover one of 
our many downtown restaurants for a drink or dinner when they have completed the 
self-guided walking tour.  
 You can enjoy the Waterfront Park as well on June 19. It is another amenity of 
city living. A Long Island Sound Boaters Expo will  include a raw bar, a lobster boat sell-
ing live lobsters and various boats and vendors, sponsored by the City of New London 
and the Waterfront Association. 

See page  3 for more information 

New London Landmarks Fund Raiser and Urban Walking Tour: 

LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON 

Photo: Tom Bombria 



 
 
 
 
  

A City-wide Celebration 
The City of New London, along with N.L. Main Street, 
N.L. Landmarks, the Custom House Maritime Mu-
seum, the N.L. County Historical Society, the Hygi-
enic Art Gallery, the Garde Arts Center, under the 
leadership of Joseph Celli, are planning a grand his-
tory and music celebration to open Parade Plaza on 
Saturday, June 5. 

 
HISTORY ON PARADE 2:00—3:00 PM 

Re-dedication of Monuments 
Celebrations begin as the Coast Guard Ceremonial Brass Band, announces the  re-dedication ceremonies for the 
Nathan Hale School House. Sons of the American Revolution are sponsoring the ceremony with appropriate 
Revolutionary fervor, including a musket volley. The first Episcopal Church in New London  was on the Parade 
and burned down during Benedict Arnold’ s raid on the city. A plaque commemorating the church is re-installed 
on the new plaza and Rev. Michel Belt, Rector of St. James Episcopal Church will lead the Anglican Choir is a re-
dedication of the plaque. Ceremonies move to the Soldiers and Sailors Monument to recognize all the armed 
forces who have defended our freedom and liberty from the Revolutionary War to today.  

        3:00– 5:00 HISTORY ON PARADE continues with the introduction of the new Bronze Plaques 

commemorating regional history. The plaques highlight 
the many historic events that have taken place in the 
New London area including the earliest Native Ameri-
can activities, early European settlement and ship-
building following through to the submarines built and 
manned right along the Thames River today.  
     Representatives from the sites mentioned on the 
plaques will join the celebrations in historic costumes, 
and display material to bring to life the many eras rep-

resented on the plaques. These organizations include: Connecticut Landmarks Society (The Hempstead House), 
Custom House Maritime Museum, Friends of Fort Trumbull, Lyman Allyn Art Museum, Mashantucket Pequot Mu-
seum, Mystic Seaport Museum, New London County Historical Society, Sons of the American Revolution (Nathan 
Hale Schoolhouse), Submarine Force Museum, Tantaquidgeon Museum, and U.S. Coast Guard Museum. 
     Activities on the Parade will include a variety of music from many eras; Flock Theatre actors playing the role 
of Whalers—regaling their audience with salty stories of the sea; Miss Perkins from the New London County His-
torical Society’s Shaw Mansion, and the Schoolhouse celebrating Nathan Hale’s birthday with cake for every-
body! 
     Parade Parade Celebrations continue into the evening with a variety of musical and dancing 

events—New London Mayor Rob Pero, in a lofty position over the Parade, will cut the ribbon to officially open 
this wonderful new plaza, concluding with a fireworks display.  
[Historic note: The original dedication of the Soldiers and Sailors Monument concluded with a fireworks display 
on May 6, 1896.] 
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Parade Parade     Saturday, June 5, 2010



 

 

Wednesday, July 21: Boat Cruise and Tour of Fishers Island - $25.00 - Reserve now, space is limited 
2:15 pm rendezvous at the Fishers Island Ferry Dock, New London  
3:15 pm arrive Silver Eel Pond, Fishers Island, NY 
TOUR H.L. Ferguson Museum 
EXHIBIT: Architecture & Homes of Fishers Island from settle-
ment to 1920 
STROLL the Beaches 
COCKTAILS & SNACK at the PEQUOT INN (not included)  
6:45 pm depart Fishers Island  
7:15 pm arrive New London 
 

H. L. Ferguson Museum 

LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON  leads participants on a discovery tour to the attractions and amenities that 

have won New London recognition as an inspiring place to visit and live.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, June 19, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.- $12. advance; $15. Day of event 
New London Landmarks premiere spring/summer event and self-guided walking tour 

 

• Discover why New London’s urban dwellers love living downtown 
• Explore unique living spaces and new businesses in this waterfront city 
• See the changes taking place along the beautiful Thames River and throughout downtown  

 
     From 3pm – 6pm we are hosting a self-guided walking tour to over a dozen private residences and businesses 
to showcase the fun and the benefits of residing—and visiting—downtown New London.  A special Live Urban 
Guide, filled with information about the various sites, is your companion for the Tour. Home or business owners 
and a representative from New London Landmarks will be at each location to discuss the history of the building and 
the amenities of living and working in the city.           
      Invite your friends and neighbors who may not have visited downtown recently to join the Tour. New London 
offers affordable historic and modern living spaces near the water, within walking distance of a library, salons, yoga 
studio, fitness club, coffee shops, organic food market co-op open to all, and dozens of restaurants and other 
shops, as well as access to train, bus and ferry transportation. The contemporary art and music scene provides 
lively counterpoint to historic structures. Meet the urban pioneers and discover homes with character, people who 
are involved in a unique and diverse community, living in an environmentally friendly alternative to an automobile-
based lifestyle. New London offers exciting possibilities for 21st century living in an historic and cultural urban cen-
ter. We recommend following the tour with cocktails and dinner at one of the various New London restaurants.  

Tickets for LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON on June 19 from 3pm – 6pm are $12 in advance and 
$15 day of the event. They can be purchased at New London Landmarks by calling 860.442.0003 or on Landmarks 
web site: www.newlondonlandmarks.org and pay on PayPal. Tickets will be available the day of the event at the 
Trolley Station, corner Eugene O’Neill Drive and Golden Street (in the parking lot). The Live Urban Guide will be 
available on June 19 to all ticketholders. The ticket sales table will open at 1:00 p.m. 
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LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON              Saturday, June 19 

CRUISE TO FISHERS ISLAND                       Wednesday, July 21 
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Individual 
John Phillip Anthony 
Janice Mallove Balkan 
Frances Baratz 
Marion Bodde 
Carol Booth 
Judy Cammarata 
Joseph Celli 
Susan Davis 
Deborah Donovan 
Fern Drutman 
Antoinette DuPont 
H.O.P.E., Inc. 
Joan Humphreville 
Michele Kripps 
Hildred H. Lasser 
Rose Longo 
Dorothy Miller 
Susan Munger 
Ted Nelson 

Alma Peterson 
Christine Regan 
Robert Richter 
Daniel Shemet 
Marian Shilstone 
Jerry Sinnamon 
Sherburne Stidfole 
Melvin Woody 
 

Family 
Kathleen & Frederick Barrett 
Art & Cecile Costa 
J.D. & Kathy Diaz-Saavedra 
Kasey Goss & Scott Danforth 
Paul & Carla Henschel 
Anne & John Hunziker 
Gay Myers & Lance Mayer 
James & Ellen McGuire 
Sylvia Malizia & Fred Paxton 
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel Moalli 

Stanley & Patricia Pugsley 
Robert & Ellen Scala 
Pat & Tod Schaefer 
Abby Van Slyck & Mitch Favreau 
Barbara Zabel & Mitch Couser 

 
Contributor 

Stephen Joncus 
J. Solomon, Inc. 
Donna & William Stamm 

Patron 
Mary Beth Baker 
Barun Basu Associates 
Lloyd & Sandy Beachy 
Jerry Brophy 
Daniel & Deborah Connors 
Laura Cordes & Chris Nelson 
Phil & Sherry Turner 
Gret Waterman 
Wick & Rodi York 

 2010 MEMBERS  JOINING BETWEEN MARCH 10 AND APRIL 29, 2010     

Membership year in New London Landmarks is from April 1st through March 31st.  
 

     Benefits of membership include receiving copies of The Preservationist, postcards and mailings about special 
events and, most importantly, support for our work to preserve and protect New London’s historic urban land-
scape, homes and buildings. 
Individual: $25   Family: $35     Contributor: $50—$75  Patron: $100 and above   Corporate: $200 
and above 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

If renewing your Landmarks membership for 2010 slipped between the slates, it’s not too late to do so. We’ve just 
come off a very successful season with the Transit Forum and Sacred Spaces Forum, which brought people to New 
London from around the state where they learned about Landmarks’ role in preservation and development in the 
city. We continue to solicit new members as well. Our Live Urban New London tour in June promises to be a hit. 
For members only there will be a summer afternoon cruise to Fisher’s Island. What more reason would you need to 
continue supporting Landmarks? Please pop a check the mail today. Thank you! 

BIKE NEW LONDON        BikeFest  - July 31 

BIKEFEST New London at the Waterfront Park - July 31, Saturday 12-3pm 

BikeFest is a celebration of bicycles and bike transportation. The main purpose is to promote bicycling as a mode 
of transportation by hosting activities to increase community participation and awareness of bicycling. NLL Board 
Member Kathleen Barrett is working with the committee to create a host of exciting bike-related activities: Bike 
Rodeo, Safety Demo, “Air Show” bike acrobatics, Bike Repair Clinic, Bike Decorating Competition, Cool Custom 
Bicycle Display, Pin-the-seat-on-the-bike, Obstacle Rides, Raffles, Group Ride! All to celebrate fun, safe riding for 
all New Londoners. For more information contact: bicyclenl@gmail.com 
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THIS PLACE MATTERS:  National Trust for Historic Preservation Project 

Sally Ryan’s New London walking tours are one of the annual treats NLL offers friends and members! This year 
we couldn’t decide on one or two so we are offering three opportunities for Sally to regale you with stories of the 
people and the buildings that have graced our city through the years. Even if you have attended a previous tour, 
each one is a unique experience as Sally’s inter-active tour style responds to questions from the people on the 
tour and reveals ever-more interesting details of the neighborhood she is visiting.  
 

Saturday, May 22, 4:00 p.m.: Bank Street: Meet at the Monument on Parade Plaza ($5 donation) 
Bank Street stories span 300 years of boat building, shipping, whaling, railroads, and the dramatic story of the 
Amistad. From rowdy seaport days to the active music and restaurant mecca of today, it is an ever-changing tale. 
 
Saturday, May 29, 11:00 a.m.: Williams Park and Post Hill: Meet at the Nathan Hale 
Statue ($5 donation) 
Williams Park and Post Hill offer an entirely different mood. Beautiful homes of wealthy 
sea captains and industrialists line the streets surrounding Williams Park where summer 
concerts once drew large crowds on hot summer evenings. Today the Park Conservancy is 
working to maintain and enhance the park for contemporary needs. 
 

  

Sunday, June 6, 12:00 noon:  State Street:  Meet at the Monument on Parade Plaza 
($5 donation) 
State Street has always been the city’s primary business street, sober and industrious. 
Along this street city fathers invested in fine architecture to enhance the city they loved. 
Each building has a story to tell and Sally knows them all . 

Walking Tours led by Sally Ryan         

Lyric Hall is a treasure on State Street. A little gem of a theater 
is on the upper levels and the large open space on the street level 
is searching for community inspiration to find the right mix of ac-
tivities that will add excitement to upper State Street. 
      New London businessman S.A. Goldsmith commissioned local 
architect James Sweeney to design Lyric Hall In 1898. Many large 
New London theaters offered drama, minstrel, and vaudeville 
shows, but  Goldsmith believed that a small, intimate theatre 
would offer patrons quality entertainment. Upper State Street at 
that time maintained an aura of quiet respectability and was 
largely residential. 
     Today  Dylan Gaffey is seeking “Memories of Lyric Hall” from 
anyone who recalls attending the theater. She believes that it is 
only with community help; volunteers, a strong board of directors, 
and “people who care” that this gem can be a contributing part of 
State Street’s revival. 
     If you are interested, call Dylan directly at 860-287-3828.  
 
The Board of Directors gathered in front of Lyric Hall on State Street on 
April 8, to participate in a program of the National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation planned to call attention to important historic buildings in com-
munities all over the country. 
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Director’s Report        Sandra Kersten Chalk 

VOLUNTEERS 
Volunteers are the heart and soul or every non-profit or-
ganization! Landmarks is proud to have a history of terri-
fic volunteer assistance and I would like to thank Marian 
Shilstone who was our Volunteer of the Year in 2009. 
Two other major volunteers this year were Tom 
Bombria who provided wonderful photography for the 
Sacred Spaces program and Joy Orlando whose photog-
raphy of the transit center provided visual proof of our 
active train, boat, bus and ferry activities. 
 
For LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON we are looking for 
volunteers to work with us hosting the many interesting 
locations that will be on the tour.  
We will also need friends and members at the ticket table 
near the Trolley Station and others who can take some 
flyers/posters to distribute around the region. We hope 
to attract visitors from Stonington to Norwich to the   
Lymes for the event. 
I can promise a fun time meeting friends and neighbors, 
talking about New London and the changes taking place  
throughout the city. You will have the chance to meet 
some of the new young artists and musicians who are 
adding color and vitality to the cityscape.  
     Give me a call—860-442-0003 if you are interested 
and I can give you more details on what the jobs are. 
Thanks! 

A small shop in the Bishop House has a variety of items; books, magnets of the orna-
ments, and miscellaneous bits and pieces you may be interested in. They include the  
Architectural Ornaments Poster designed by architect Rick Gipstein of Lindsay Lie-
big Roche. $10.00 
       Architectural Ornaments have embellished fine architecture since man first began 
to construct important buildings. The poster provides great photographs of small archi-
tectural details on some of New London’s historic buildings. Landmarks encouraged the 
production of this poster in the hopes it would inspire people to take a longer look at 
downtown buildings and enjoy the Downtown Waterfront District. We have great archi-
tectural treasures here—take a closer look! 

Charles Evens Hughes 
Memorial Foundation 
Preservation Fund 

Frank Loomis Palmer Fund, 
Bank of America, Trustee 

 

WISH LIST FOR THE OFFICE 
1. Help keep us cool this summer! We need a new 

energy efficient air conditioner. 
2. Small Shredder 
3. Small vacuum cleaner and supplies  
4. A Treasurer. We have a well-organized system on 

Quickbooks for Non-profits and a terrific book-
keeper, but we need an official Treasurer on the 
Board.  

Items of  Interest                                                Gift ideas for sale in the Landmarks office      

SPECIAL THANKS 
 

To all the friends and members who have contributed 
through the years to support Landmarks programs and 
made it possible to first purchase. . .then rehabilitate  
… and now pay off the mortgage on the Bishop House! 
 
To Barbara Timken and Todd O’Donnell for hosting our 
Annual Meeting March 4, 2010. 
 
And to the Organizations who have provided special 
grants to fund our recent programs. 
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  Historic Plaque Application    
 
 

If your New London home/building is at least 50 years old, it may qualify to 
receive an historic marker listing its date and original owner. The information 
gathered in this process aids in neighborhood preservation efforts.  
     Our volunteer title researchers study land, tax and water records,  
historic maps, and city directories to establish your building’s first owner and 
date of its construction.  

  The researchers also welcome any oral history or copies of old documents 
relating to your building that you may have. Please allow at least 16 - 20 weeks for completion of the research 
and delivery of the durable, hand-lettered, sealed hardwood plaque. 
 
PLAQUE ADDRESS 
 
NAME      ADDRESS 
 
DAY PHONE     E-MAIL ADDRESS 
 
LEGAL OWNER (IF DIFFERENT) 
 
APPROXIMATE DATE PURCHASED BY CURRENT OWNER                  APPROXIMATE AGE OF PROPERTY 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 

MEMBERSHIP STATUS: YES  S NO   S 
 
PRICE OF PLAQUE:  $250.00 Non-member    $235.00 Members 
A non-refundable deposit of $100.00 is required with this application. Balance is due upon completion. 

Summer  2010 

 John Winthrop, Jr. 

   1650 

(The Plaque honors Landmarks 2009 Preservation Award to the Old Town Mill ) 

Historic Plaque Completed 

A picture, they say, is worth 1,000 words  -  and I agree! Tom’s eye for New London enhances LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON  and he 
provided wonderful visuals of New London’s historic churches for the Sacred Spaces Forum.  
 

         Contact: Tom Bombria: 860.235.0237 or tbombria@msn.com  

                            TOM BOMBRIA—Photographer and Volunteer                
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Saturday, June 19, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m.                    
$12 advance,  $15. day of the event 
 

LIVE URBAN NEW LONDON is New London 
Landmarks premiere spring/summer event. A self-guided 
walking tour to new and old amenities of urban living in 
New London. 

 Cruise to Fishers Island 
Wednesday, July 21, Boat Cruise and  Guided Tour 
of Ferguson Museum, Fishers Island - $25.00 
2:15 pm rendezvous at the Fishers Island Ferry Dock, 
New London  
3:15 pm arrive Silver Eel Pond, Fishers Island, NY 
TOUR H.L. Ferguson Museum 
EXHIBIT: Architecture & Homes of Fishers Island 
COCKTAILS & SNACK at the PEQUOT INN (not included)  
6:45 pm depart Fishers Island  
7:15 Arrive New London 
Saturday, July 31, 12 noon—3:00  
BikeFest New London on the Waterfront Park 
BikeFest is a celebration of bicycles and bike transporta-
tion to promote bicycling and increase community partici-
pation and awareness of bicycling.  

Sally Ryan Walking Tours 
 
Saturday, May 22, 4:00 p.m.: Bank Street: Meet at the 
Monument on Parade Plaza ($5 donation) 
 
 

Saturday, May 29, 11:00 a.m.: Williams Park and 
Post Hill: Meet at the Nathan Hale Statue ($5 donation) 
 
Saturday, June 5, 2:00 – 5:00 

Parade Parade and History on Parade (FREE) 
The City of New London Celebrates Parade Plaza 

 

2:00 – 3:00: Re-dedication, with music and fanfare 
3:00 – 5:00: History on Parade introduces the new 
Bronze Plaques with local and regional historic information 
and organizations 
5:00—6:00 Enjoy dinner in one of New London’s great res-
taurants 
6:00—9:00 Parade Parade Celebrations continue with a 
variety of music and dance events and a grand fireworks 
finale! Check other Calendar listings for details 

 
Sunday, June 6, 12:00 noon:  State Street Walking 
Tour led by Sally Ryan Meet at the Monument, Parade 
Plaza ($5 donation) 
 
 

 
Did you forget to  

Renew your  
Membership? 

 
Renew Today! 


