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1 .  Name
i , , l i  r v f - l r r n r r  l , { i  1  1

v t ,  r  r 4 r r

and/orcommon (.t,ld Tor'rn Mill

2. Location

street & number l ' I i11 Street M* not lor publication

clty, town New London N . vicinity of rergr-i*l

state Connect icut code 09 county New London c o d e  0 1 f

3. Classif ication
Calegory

dlstrlct
- bulldlng(s)

- structure
x slte

- object

Ownerrhip
x public

- private
- both
Public Acquisit ion
_- in process
- belng consldered
NA

Status
X occupied

- uno,ccupled
- worlk In progress
Acces:r ib le
X y"r,, restricted

- yesi: unrestricled
_ n o

Preeent  Use
- agriculture
- commercial
- educational
- entertainment
- government
- industrial
- mil itary

X museum
- park
X private residence
- religious
- scientif ic
- transportation
- other:

4. Owner of ProPerty

name Ci t of  New Lon

street & number l B l  C a p t a i n ' s

clty, torvn New London 14- vlcinlty ol state CT

5. Locaiion oi Legai DeLscriPtion

courthouse, ol  deeds, etc.  Municipal  IJui ldi

street & number 1 8 1  C a p t a i n ' s  l { a l k

ctty, town New London . ",1"= = 91 , ,
i:'rsting Surveys l3i.?1i3.r"" .n"".

His to r i c  P laces has this property been determined eligible? x yes _ n o
S t a t e  R e g i s t e r  o f

date I975 - lederal i!- state - county - local

cl ty,  town Hartford

t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s l o

state CT

deposltory lor survey records Connecticut
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7. Description
.

rndltlon Check one Check one
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered x original slte

X good - ruins X altered - moved date
-_ falr - unexposed

Oercrlbe the present and original (i l  knownl physical appearance

ge t t i nq

New Londonrs  o1d  To r+n  M i11 ,  da t i ng  f rom 1650 ,  cc ,n t ras ts  v i v id l y  w ig r
the  In te rs ta te  h ighway  under  wh ic f r  i t  i s  l oca ted .  ( l hc , tog raph  1 . )  The  s i t e
was  chosen  fo r  t he  g r i s tm i l l  i n  m i , l - l 7 th  cen tu ry  because  o f  t he  wa te r  power :
prov ided by a s t ream as i t  empt iect  in to the Thames River .  The h ighway now
elevated above i t  is  the approach to  a h iqh br idge over  the Thames River ,
cons t ruc ted  i n  m id -20 th  cen tu ry .

the  m i t t ,  i n i t i a l l y  on  the  no r the rn  edge  o f  t he  commun i t y ,  i s  now su r -
rounded by urban fabr ic .  A park i rL , ;  lo t  to  the nor th oc,eupies the locat ion of
the former mi t t  pond.1 The i r . , r ror , , id ing areas on the east  and west  are of
rn ixed res ident ia l  and comrnerc ia l  c iharacter ,  whi le  to  th ,e south are ra i . I roac i
t racks leading to  p iers  on the r iu=r .  The O1d Town Mi11 stands a lone ; rs  a
reminder  of  the very ear ly  days of  New London.

Exter ior

The  l ! - s to ry ,  36  x  3O- foo t ,  f r ame m i t t  i s  on  the  wes t  s ide  o f  t h re
^ream, ca l led tsr iggs Brook,  d t  the bot tom of  the change in  e levat ion that

- .  s t ream descends to  prov ide ther  water  power.  The mi l1  faces south toward
a f ine 24 x  3O-foot  cobblestone courr tyard.  The dominant  feature of  i ts  arch-
i tecture is  the gambrel  roof ,  cov€r j red wi th  wooden shingles,  that  f lares oul :
in  f ront  over  a wide porch.  The p,orch has four  wooden posts  that  are t ree
t . runks wi th  the s tubs of  branches.Lef t  in  p lace.  The porch f loor  is  concrete,
and the f ront  e levat ion of  the br . r i . td ing is  covered wi th  segmenta l ly-sect ior red
hor i zon ta l  s i d ing  i n  a  "1og  cab in "  e f fec t .  The  po rch  fenes t ra t i on ,  i n
gequence f rom the le f t ,  eonsis ts  of  a  9-pane window, a 9-pane window, a
Dutch door  of  r+ ide,  ver t ica l  boards,  a  9-pane window and a large window of
smal l  panes,  21-over-28 (seven across and three and four  h iqh) .  (See H/ \BS
Sheet f .  ) t tre mit l  is known to ha'v'e had approximately Lhis appearance in
the fgth century. What i t  looked l- ike earl ier is unknown.

The east  e levat ion has the same s id ing.  r f t  the f i rs t  fJ .oor  there are
two 6-over-6 windows and, toward t. lhe rear, a modern door. At the second
floor, toward the front, there is i l  goods--door rr i : th-a 6oover-6 window toward
the back.  (HASS Sheet  1. )  The no:r th  ( rear)  e levat ion,  o f  the same s id ing,
has f ive windor+s,  three 6-over-6 i t imin ish ing in  s ize on the 1ef t ,  and two L2-
over- l2  on the r ight .  (p f rotograptr  2 . )  There is  a  1ow stone ch imney in  the
upper  s lope of  the roof  on the east  s ide.

The wheel  is  on the west  e l . revat ion.  The west  wal I  o f  the mi11 is
trr i l t  of f lush, vert ical boards to a height of about thrre middle of the lor.rer
s lope of  the gambrel ,  wi th  hor izonta l  f lush board ing above.  There are two
6-p ine windows at  the level  o f  ther  eaves.  (phrotograph 3.  )

+ -rw€E Train and Grindinq operatiotr

The stream cascades down o'v.er rocks at the rear of the site. There is

a dam at the top of the cascade w.hrere the water, when lLhe mil l  is in operation,

is diverted by a gate from its nat,ural course to an elr:rrated' wooden pbnstoc)<
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or  f lume that  carr ies the water  a lcout  2OO feet  to  the top of  the wheel  where
j " t  drops down and turns that  whee.L forward.  Wooden t re is t les that  suppor t  the
f l ume  a re  bu i t t  i n  g radua ted  he igh ts  on  s tone  p ie rs .  l lPho tog raph  4 .  )

The wheef  p i t  is  s tone an<l  s tone wal ls  conta in the s t ream belor+ the
wheel. The stream flows through a segmental ly-arched tunnel under t ' l i f f
St reet  and on to  Winthrop Cove and the Thames River ,  l lPhotograph 5. )

The shaf t  o f  the wheel ,  now somewhat  out  o f  a l j lgnment ,  extends in to
the mi t l  where the power is  t rans:Eerred by a system of  gears and bevel  gears
(ehotograph 5,  FIABS Sheet  6)  to  t r *o pai rs  of  gr indstones.  Each pai r  o f  s tones
ts  fed by a hopper  and is  f i t ted ' t ight ly  wi th  an octagonal  nooden b in to  con-
ta in  the  p roduc t .  (pho tog raph  7 ,  HABS Shee t  3 . )  Gra in  i s  f ed  i n to  th .e  hopper
at the top from which it  drops dow'n through the center of the stones. The
gr ind ing act ion between the faces of  the s tones propels  the wheat  and ehaf f
by centr i f ica l  force to  the per imr: , ter  o f  the s tones ancl  out  in to the b in.

lance of  the In ter lor

The two pairs of mil lstonr3rs and the gearing to drive them occupy the
yestern one- th i rh  of  the main f lor l r ,  The other  two- th i rds is  g ivgn over  to
an apar tment ,  bu i l t ,  in  i ts  prese:nr t  l<not ty-p ine vers ion,  in  1960.  z '  The at t ic
is  unf in ished.  Some of  the f raminrg in  the areas aroun( l  the mi l ls tones and in
the at t ic  is  v is ib te.  I t  is  a  mi :x ture of  o ld  and new;  the basic  construct ion
is  hewn t imbers f i t t .ed together  wi th  mort ise-and- tenon jo in ts .  Some rose-
headed nai ls  are to  be found.

I t  seems unl ike ly  that  th ,er  Old Town Mir l  h is to: r ica l ly  had as l i t t le
as one- th i rd  of  i ts  f loor  space d,ervoted to  i ts  mi t t  funct ion.  Moreover ,  the
absence of  any s i f t ing devices,  a is i  normal ly  found in  gr is tmi l ls  to  separate
out .  the chaf f ,  is  s t r ik ing.  The r r r i l l  was in  operat ion unt i l  the ear ly  par t
of the 2oth century; i t  is doubtful that the raw produr:t of the grindstones
noul<i have been aeeeptabfe thenr i irr mUCh earl ier. Conseguently, the specula-
t ion is that the apartment occupi,ets space that formerly was used for mil l  pur-
posesr  dnd that  the present  miJ.J .  r tachinery is  incomplete.

Sequence gf Development

The mi l l  is  thought  to  harre been f i rs t  bu i l t  i rn  1650.3 what  the bui ld-
ing looked l i lce at  that  t ime is  ur [<nown.  I t  seems l ike ly  that  the e levated
f , lurne was essent ia l  f rom the f i rs t ; .  ,  The wheel  p i t  and ta i l  race may wel l  be
approx imate ly  or ig ina l .  The ear l i .est  ind icat ion of  the appearanee of  the
' - . ructure is  g ive i  by a l9 th-century p ic ture4 that  shows the f ront  and west

*-evat ions,  appear ing about  as they do now.  The gambr,e l  roof  f lares out  over

the wide front porch and is supported by four posts, bt ' t t  without the stubs of

branches lef t  in place . Horizont,arl sheathing is visib.Ie at the top of: the

Page 1
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west  e levat ion,  wi th  t ,hree windows at  the height  o f  the eaves ins tead  o f  two .

A major  renovat ion was undr=r taken in  1960 under  the d i rect ion of  the
c i t . y  Eng inee r ,  cha r les  P .  B ias i .  The  whee l  was  rebu i r t .  a t  t ha t  t ime  (pho to -
graph B)  and the gear ing for  the r ; r indstones was put  in to work ing order .
The apar tment  was renovated.  Preswnably ,  the segmenta iL ly-sect ioned,  hor iz ,on-
ta1  s id ing  on .  t he  f ron t ,  eas t  and  rea r  e leva t i ons  a l so  da tes  f rom th i s  reno -
va t i on .  The  f l ume  was  rebu i l t  i n  1979 .

The i  s i t e  o f fe rs  the  po ten t . l a l  f o r  a rcheo log i ca l  and  i ndus t r i a l  a rcheo-
log i ca l  examina t i on .

1 .  The  1921  c i t y  a t l as  sh r :ws  the  pond  s t i l l  i n  p lace .

2.  There a l ready was an a l rar tment  in  the bui tdJ lng in  1960 (UASS
Shee t  3 ) .  The  da te  when  an  apa rbnen t  was  f i r s t  bu i t t  i l n  t he  m i l l  i s  un -
'- ' lovn.

3 .  TVo  h i s to r i ans  g i ve  th . i s  da te ,  Cau lk ins ,  p .  66 ,  and  Decke r ,  p .  6 .
Declcer does not give a source. C;ruLkins refers to a November 10, 1650 Town
Meet ing at  which i t  was voted to  qtant  Winthrop the water  r ights  for  a  mi l t .
Examination of the New London Land, Records (NLLR) fai led to turn up the
or ig ina l  grant  o f  water  pover  and ponding r ights  to  Winthrop.  A grant  o f
uater  r ights  to  Winthrop in  1664 (NLLR 2/L,  Apr iL  41 1664)  appears to  re la te
to a d i f ferent  locat ion.  See Frances Manwar ing Caulk ins,  His tory  of  New
I,ondon.  Connect icut .  f rom L6J,2 to  1852,  New London:  H.  D.  Ut ley,  1895r  drrd
Robert Owen Decker, The Whalinq C:L-II. ,  Chester, Connectj-cuts Pequot Press,
L97  6 .

4 .  D e c k e r  p .  B .  S e e  P h o t r r g r a p h  9 .



8. Signif icance

Period
- prehlstorlc
_ 1400-1499
_ 150G-1599

x 1600-1699
_ 1700-1799
_ 1 80G-1 899
_ 1900-

-  law
- literature
- military
- music
- phi losophy

- sclence
- sculpture
- social/

humanltarian
- theater_ commerce

- communlcatlons
X exploration/settlement

- lnclustry
- Invention

Areac ol Significance-Check a,nrd iusti ly below
- archeology-prehlstorlc - cornmunity planning
-archeology-historic -cotrservation
- agriculture - e(;r)nomics
- archltecture educatlon
- art - en(gineering

- landscape architectule- religion

-pol i t ics/government  - t ransportat ion
- other (specify)

Specl f lc  dater  1650 f,xiildrrrlArc&ilcrk Engineer for 1960 rehabilitationL :
Char les  P .  B ias r

Statement  o l  S lgnl f icance { in  one paragraphl

C r i t e r i a  A  a n d  B

New I "ondonr  s  O ld  Town  M i l l  was  es tab l i shed  as  an  essen t i a l  pa r t  o f
the communi ty  in  the ear ly  years of  set t lement .  The fact  that  i t  has;  sur . -
v i ved  on  i t s  o r i g ina l  s i t e  and  i r r  i t s  o r i g ina l  re la t i onsh ip  to  s t ream an4
f lume i s  remarkab le .  f he  f i r s t  p rop r ie to r  o f  t he  m i t l  was  the  l eader  o f
the set t lement  and a famous Colorr ia l  f igure,  John Winthrop,  Jr . ,  ryho went .
on to  serve as governor  of  Connect icut  f rom 1657 to 1676.

H is to rv

In  h i s  ex t rao rd ina ry . ca ree r  Jo tue  Win th rop ,  Jy . ,  ( f  OOO- t676 )  engage td  i r : r
w ide  range  o f  ac t i v i t i es .  Son  o f  a  famous  fa the r ,  he  was  an  en t rep reneur ,

l and  specu la to r ,  co lon i ze r ,  sc ien t i s t ,  w r i t e r  and  phys i c ian .  Un t i l  m id - l . i f e
he  moved  f rom p lace  to  p lace  and  s ta r ted  a  se r ies  o f  en te rp r i ses  w i thou t
stay ing wi th  any one under tak ing for  more than a temporary-  per iod.  One 6f
h is  enterpr ises was the set t lement  of  New London.

Winthropr  armed wi th  a largJe land grant ,  organized a par ty  of  s ;et t . l .ers
and arr ived at  New London in  L64! t .  He bui l t  h is  house on a r iver  cove and
then bui t t  the mi l l  in  f ront  o f  i r is  house. l  winthrop moved to New Fhven in
1656 but left that city i-n 1657 to become Governor of the Connecticut Ril 'er
set t lements.  r fhen the Colony of  Connect icut  was formed he cont inued as
Governor and in this capacity negJotiated the Royal Charter for Connecticurt
that  was unique among the co lonie ls .

Soon after i t  was sett led, the community of New London needed a grist-
mi1 l .  At  a  Torrn Meet ing held on November lO,  1650 to tor+n agreed to, ,a  --  s l rs tem of  cooperat , ion r+ i th  Winthr :op in  establ ish ing a mi l l  to  qr ind corn. , ,z
This  was an exc lus ive arrangement ,  a  monopoly ,  o f  conrs iderable va lue,

irrhen l, I inthrop.departed front New London, he did :not se11 his propert.y
kut  instead leased i t  to  one James Rogers.  o i r r icu l t ies ensued.  

- t t rere 
t r is

l i t igat ion betveen Winthrop and t logersr  dnd the townspeople were not  sat is-
f igd wi th  the serv ice rendered b l 'Rogers.  i , , I i th  a v ie iw tb  prevent ing "d i* -
tuftnce of the peacer " the Court ordered Rogers to give "a daily atte-.ndance
a t  t he  m i1 l .  " r  s t . i l I  d i sssa t i s f j . ed  w i th  the  m i1 l  ope ra t i on ,  t hen  ow led  by
lr i introp heirs, the tovn ended thel monopoly in L7O9 

-by 
granting a mitL pri-v-' 1ege  to  o the rs  a t  a  nea rby  fa l l s ; .

rn  1781 the mi l l  was . txr rned by the Br i t ish landing par ty  1ed by Bene-
d ic t  Arnold.  The mi t t  was one o, f ' the f i rs t  proper t ies eneountered by the
contingent that erlered the north end of the town; the;y torched ite but the
actual. extent of the damage is u:r0<norn.
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I t  was not  unt i t  a f ter  ther  Revolut ionary War thrat  Winthrop ownr=rship
of  the proper ty  terminated.  Fran,r : is  Bayard Winthrop o, f  New York Ci ty  in
L794 sold to  John Coles of  Boston,  for  LZLOO 76\  acres bounded in  par t  by the
Thames  R ive r  "w i th  l a rge  mans ion  house ,  ba rn ,  ou thouse rs  dnd  g r i s tm i l I . "e
Forec losure fo l lowed on May 15,  f i3 fo for  non-payment  o, f  a  note in  the amount .
of  $7700 secured by the proper ty . : )  on Ju ly  2,  1810 " I 'he winthrop estate, ,
i nc lud ing  the  m i t l  was  so ld  fo r  $ ; :L0 r0O0  to  James  S tewar t ,  B r i t i sh  consu l ; r t
New London.o

Throughout the 19th centur"y the mitt was owned and/or operated by a -,
se r i es  o f  men ,  un t i l  acqu i red  by  the  C i t y  o f  New Londorn  i n  1892  fo r  $201000 . '
The Ci ty  leased i t  for  commerc ia l .  operat ion unt i f  1913.  The 1960 rehabi l i ta-
t ion,  under  the d i rect ion of  Ci ty  Engineer  Char les P.  B ias i  put  the mechanism
in work ing order  again.

+Segsre!!
The s ign i f j -cance of  New I r rndonfs Old Town Mi f f  der ives ch ief ly  f rorn

the fact  that  a  rn i l t  has surv ived on the s i te  for  330 years,  whi le  the c i l ty
grew up around i t .  Such cont inu i ,b .y  of  lay-out  and funLct ion on a s i te  in  a
metropoli tan area is unusual. Thre mitt en joys a valua.ble association in 1[hat
it  was originalty buitt  for John lnl inthropl JE.1 and remained under Winthrop
fami ly  ownership for  150 years.

The f lume, wheel and gearing are of interest but in their present form
are not  near ly  as o ld as the s i ter .  The use of  " log-ca,b in"  s id ing,  the s tubs
of branches left on the porch poslts, and the "knotty-piJre" character of the
apar tment ,  a l l  are less than-authernt ic .  The st ructure i tse l f  has seen many
changes, but some of i ts framing rnay date from 1650. Tfre fact that the siLe
has surv ived as a gr is tmi l l  is  mc, : re  impor tant  than the bui td ing i tse l f .

1 .  The p ic ture in  Decker ,  p .  B,  shows the mi t l  and the house.  They
stood on a s ing le parcel .  Af terbhe Ci ty  bought  the p, roper ty  in  L892,  the
Joh Winthrop High School was buil 'C on the site of the house. The school has
now been  demo l i shed ,  bu t i t ss i t e  r : on t i nues  as  pa r t  o f  t he  m i l l  pa rce l .

2 .  C a u l k i n s ,  p . 6 6 .

3 .  C a u l k i n s ,  p .  9 f .

4 .  NLLR 32/L9L,  October  i ' ,  L794.

5 .  NLLR 32 /L9L ,  May  15 ,  l . ; 810 .

6 .  NLLR 32 /2OL  ,  Ju l y  2 ,  I  1310 .

7 .  NLLR BO/548, Februa rY 
' ,2 ' l  

,  1892.
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t h r o p  h o l d i n g  t h a t  s t i l t  g o e s  w i t h  t h e  m i l I '

Llrt all etater and counties lor properties overlarlrping state or county boundariies

code NA count} Nll code Nll'-'ate Nrl

code Nrl county Nil code NrlNA

Form Prepared

name/tltle David F. nsom^ ed Nat

date A r i r  4 .  L 9 B 2organlzatlon ConsuJ.tant

street & number 59 South Prospect Street telephone 20".3 566-3005

state Connect icutcl ty or town i lart ford

12. r€s$fvation officer certification
The evaluated slgnlflcance of thls property wlthin the Gitate ls:

-- state

Z4-'/'State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Officer slgnature

rt le Director,  Connect icut l l is

FoT,NPS

ical Cormlssion date October 15, 1982



ilPs fqfr tsl(lc.
0rrt

-rnited States Department of the Interrior
nlational Park Service

National Register of Hist,or ic Places
f nventory-Nomination Form
Dfa rown lt i fr ,  New London, CT

Oi:' l i  i ' , !0. L C24-C01B

EXP .  t2 l3 t  lB4

inuation sheet eibtiograPhY Item number tlage

Caul lc ins,  Frances Manwar i ,ng,  I l is torv  of  New London,  Connect icut

lf rom L 6 L Z  t o  1 8 5 2 ,  N e w  L o n d o n :  H . D .  U t l e y ,  1 8 9 5 .

Decker ,  Rober t  Owen,  The i {ha l inq Ci ty ,  Chester ,  Connect icut :  Pequot
F r e s s ,  L 9 7 6 .

"Governor  winthroP Old Town

E _ l e . ,  v .  2 4  ( S e p t . - O c t . ,  1 9 6 0 )  l ' i o .  5 ,

New London Land Records.

His tor ic  r lmer ican su i td i r rgs

I t i t f  o f  New Londor l ,  "  Connect icu t
p p .  2 3 , 2 4 .

Survey ,  Connect icu t N o .  3 - 1 8 ,  ] - 9 3 4 .

C i r -
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o1d Towrr Mil1
New London, CT

D. Ransclm Photo t g/BL

Negrati l 'e i  Connecticu
Histor i ,cal  Commission

,^IHEEL ll\lD FLUME, VIE|^I
NORTH

Photograph 3 of  8



,'*'-***

r:&=
.1

$
7

.

r -' -'l -,



E
r

+
c

E
E

O
r

d
.{ u

.d
 E

.9
o

'H
 o E

;fi.3
 g.

-
 

p
E

a

-5
d

F
5

;t
.:;€

Q
-

5
'

E
O

t
u

i
.

n
i

 
F

E
s 
F

#;s$
3s5$#E

s

\
-

 
,

1
*\
\

-



Old Town Mill
New London, CT

D. Ransom Ptroto, 9/8L

Negative: Connecti
Historical Commrss

GEAR AND BE\TEL GEAR
Photo 6 of 8



o1d Town Mil1
New London, CT

D. Ransom Photo,  9 t /8L
. Negative: Connectj.cut

Historical Commiss;io
MILI,STONES HOUSING
Photograph 7 of 8
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