STATE OF CONNECTICUT

d

State Historic Preservaton Office

Comumuissicn on Culture and Tourism

August 6. 2004

Mr. Stephen k. Korta, 1, Commussioner
Connecucut Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 317540

2800 Berlin Turnpike

Newington, CT 006131-7540

Subject: Central Vermont Railroad Pier

[Location: State Pier Foad
New London, Connecticut

Dear Commissioner Korta:

We are pleased to inform you that the subject property will bexconsidered by the State Historie

Preservation Board for nomination to the National Register of Historie Places on October 14, 2004

The members of the State Historic Preservation Board include professional archaeologists,
architects, architectural hustorians, historical architects and historians. These professionals evaluate
the historical significance of buildings, d:stricts and sites in Connccticut. A vote by the board to
approve a property's nomination to the National Register signifies that, in the opinion of the State
Historic Preservation Board, the property meets the criteria for the National Register of Historic
Places.

Written comments as to whether the above-named property meets the criteria of the National
Register of Historic Places will be accepted up to the time of the meeting of the State Historic
Prescervetion Board. However, it is requested that written comments be sent so as to arrive no later
than five days in advance of the meeting. Oral presentations as to whether the above-named

of the State Historic Preservation Board which will be held at 9:30 a.m. on October 14, 2004, 1n the
South Congregational Church, 277 Main Street, Hartford, Connecticut. Persons wishing to make
oral presentations are requested to inform the State Historic Preservation Officer at least five davs
in advance of the meeting.

The National Register is the Federal Government's official list of historic properties worthy of
preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our
Nation's neritage. Enclosed is a copy of the critenia under which properties are evaluated.

Is

590 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106—190711“' -
Telephone: 860-566-3005 Facsimile: 860-566-5078

GOMM UNiCAﬂON # / / AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Listing in the National Register results in the following for historic properiies.

L. Consideration in planning for Federzl, federally heensed, and federally assisted projects.
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal
agencics allow the Advisory Counci. on Historic Preservation an opportunity to
comment on all projects affecting h storic properties listed in the National Register.

For further informetion, please refer to 36 CFR 800.

-

2. Eligibility for Federal tax provisions. 1f a property 1s listed in the National Register,
certain Federal tax provisions may apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revised the
hisioric preservation tax incentives authorized bv Congress in the Tax Reform Act of
1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the [ax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the
Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and Tax Reform Act of 1984, and as of Januarv 1,
1987. provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a full adjustment to basis for
rehabilitating historic commercial, incustrial, and rental residenual buildings. The
former 15 percent and 20 percent Investment Tax Credits (1TCs) for rehabihitations of
older commercial buildings are combpined into a single 10 percent [TC for commercial or
industrial buildings built before 1936. The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980
provides Federal tax deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes ot
partial interests in historically impzrtant land areas or structures. Whether these
provisions are advantageous 1o a property owner is dependent upon the particular

circumstances of the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outhned above are
complex, individuals should constlt legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal
Revenue Service office for assistance in determining the tax consequences of the above
provisions. For further information on certification requirements, please refer to 36 CFR
67.

12

Consideration of historic values in the decision to 1ssue a surface coal mining permit
where coal is located, in accord with the Surface Mining and Control Act of 1977, For
further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq.

4. Cualification for Federal grants for historic preservation when {unds are available.
Presently funding is unavailable. Contact the State Historic Preservation Office to

determmine the current status of such grants.

In Connecticut, listing in the National Rezister of Historic Places results in the following for
historic properties:

1. Eligibility to purchase historical markers from the State Historic Preservation Officer.

| §]

Application of Connecticut General Statutes, Section 22a-19a. This statute directs that
the provisions of Sections 22a-15 through 22a-19, inclusive, of the Connecticut
Environmental Protection Act, which permit legal recourse for the unreasonable



o)

destruction of the state's resources, shall also be applicable o histeric structures and
landmarks of the state.

Such structures and landmarks are defined as those properties (1) which are listed or
under consideration for listing as 13dividual units on the National Register of Historic

P zces or (2) which are a part of a district listed or under consideration for isting on the
National Register and which have been determined by the State Historic Preservation
Board to contribute to the historic significance of such a distnct. 1f the plainutf in a
resulting legal action cannot make 1 prima facte showing that the conduct of the
defendant. acting zlone or in combination with others, has unrcasonably destroyed or 1s
likely unreasonably to destroy the public trust in such historic structures or landmarks,
the court shall tax all costs for the action to the plaintff.

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register have an opportunity to concur or
object to listing in accord with the Nationzl Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60, Any owner
or partial owner of private property who chooses to object to listing may submit to the State
Historic Preservation Officer a notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial
owner of the private property and objects to the listing. Each gwner or partial owner of private
property has one vote regardless of what pert of the property that party owns. If a majority of
private property owners object, a property will not be listed; however, the State Historic
Preservation Officer shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register for
determination of eligibility of the property for listing in the National Register, If the property 1s
then determined cligible for listing, although not formally listed, Federal agencies will be required
to allow the Advisory Council on Historie Preservation an opportunity to comment before the
agency may fund, license, or assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose to object
to the listing of your property, the notarized objection must be submitted to John W. Shannahan,
State Historic Preservation Officer, 59 South Prospect Street, Hartford, CT 06106 by the day of tae
scheduled State Historic Preservation Board meeting on which your property is to be evaluated.

Please call or write John Herzan, Nationz] Register Coordinator, 1f you have any questions
regarding the proposed nomination of this property to the National Register of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

L - - L P
{ [, /‘//,/ // //,//
~. -

s e
J. Paul Loether, Deputy State
Historic Preservation Officer

-~

Enclosure: National Register Inventory-Nomination Form



THE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

Criteria: The qualisr of significance in American history, architecture,
archeology, engineering, and culture is presentin dustricts, sites, build-
ings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, set-
ting, maternals, workmanship, feeling, and association, and

A

D.

-y

I'nat are associated with events that have made & significant contri-
bution to the broad patterns of our history; or

Thatare associated with the hves of persons significant inour past; or

That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or
method of construction or that represent the work of a master, or
that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual dis-
tinction; or

That have yielded, or may be hikely to vield, information important
in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations: Ordinanly cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves
of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or used
for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their origi-
nal locations, reconstructed historic buildings, proserties primarily com-
memorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance
within the past 50 years shall not be considered elizible for the National |
Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts-
of districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following cat-
egories:

A.

Areligious property deriving primary significance fromarchitec-
tural or artistic distinction or historical importance; or

A building or structure removed from its originel location but which
is significant primarily for architectural value, or which is the sur-
viving structure most importantly associated with a historic person
or event; or

A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance
if there is no other appropriate site or buildirg directly associated
with his or her productive life; or

A cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of
persons of transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive de-
sign features, or from association with historic events; or

A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable envi-
ronment and presented in a dignified manner as part of a restora-
tion master plan, and when no other building or structure with the
same association has survived; or

A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradi-
tion, or svirbolic value has invested it with its own historical signii-
icance; or

A property achieving significance within the zast 50 years if it is of
exceptional importance.
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The Honorable Gerald J. Gaynor, I,

Citv Manager

Planming and Zoming Commission

Development and Planning

Southeastermn Connecticut Council of Governments
Historic District Comimission

Municipal Historian

New London County Historical Society

New London Lancamarks, Inc.

AHS. Inc.



STATE OF CONNECTICUT

COMMISSION ON CULTURE AND TOURISM

August 11, 2004

Charlotte Shroeder

Assistant Director

Office of Development & Planning
111 Unicn Street

New London, CT 06320

Subject: Central Vermont Railroad Pier
New London, Conrnecticut

Dear Ms. Shroedaer:

This is to remind you that the above procerty will be considered by the State Historic
Preservation Board for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places on Thursday,
October 14, 2004 (see enclosed letter).

As you know, your community is one of several municipalities in Connecticut involved in the
federal Certified Local Government Program for historic preservatior.

Please refer to the attached pages from Connecticut’s “Certified Local Government
Program” manual which outlines the Nanuonal Register review responsibilities of your
community's chief elected official and local historic district commission (pertinent sections
are highlhghted). Also enclosed is a form for use by the municipality’s local historic district
commission in filing 1ts nomination review report with our office.

If you have any questions, please call Paul Loether, Certified Local Government
Coordinator.

Sincerely,
//,,h:’ ) /
//,, s ///’/// /// S
<\g4{.7//2a///~//b/ /
—
]. Paul Loether, Division Director and
Deputy State Historic Preservation
Officer
SRR TS
Enclosures: Certified Local Government Program Procedures v e

Historic District/Property Commission Comment Form
Chief Elected Official’'s Comment Form

Copy of Inventory/Nomiration Form

NR Notification. Letter

Historie Preservation and Museum Division
Amos Bull House, 29 South Prospect Street, Hartford, Connecricut 06106
§60-366-3005 860-366-3078 fax

) | COMMUNICATION #

An Egucd Dpportunine Emplover

\')\
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The CHO and the CLG snall work together to provide ample
cpportunity for public particioaticn in the nomination o
properties to ihe Na:'ona| Register. All reports submit
by tre CLG to tne CHC regarding the elicibility of prope
shall include assurances of puslic ‘nput. The CLG sha'l
retain a list of al! oersons ‘conta-ted curing the evatua
period and note comments received. i f 2 public meeting
efd. a list of those attending chzil be included in the
epar .

w

When a historic preservation revice commission reviews a

nomination or o-ther actionds wnicn are normally evaluated
a professional in a checific disciziine and that discipi
is not represented on the commissicn, the commission shea

seek expertise in the area befare -endering its decisiorn.

Betorec a property witnin the jurisciction of the CLG mayV
cansidered by ‘he State Historic Preservation Boarc to be
nominated to the Secretary for inc uUsion on the National
Register, the SHPO snzll notifv ths own er, ine applicatb
chief elected officiel, and the hicstoric preservatiocn rev
commission at least €3 days prior -0 the scheduled consia
aticn. The notificatian shall he zccompanied by all 1nto
mation on the romination that is provided to the members
the State Histcric Preservation Bozrd for their considera
tion, which information <hall be available for public
inspection

The historic n'esorvﬂtlon review ccmmission, after
reasonable opportunity for public comment, shall prepare

i
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report as to whether or not such property, in its opinion,

meets the criteria of the Nationa! Register. within 60
days of notice from ine SHPO, the cntef elected officia

shall transmit the regort of tne cemmission and his OF e
cecommendatior to the SHPO. Excep: as crovided in {(3) oe!

-

£3

]

(2

k]



bt
-t

and tne Na 3 cioric Preservation Act. as amended
Section 101 (c){e)(B). after receipt ot such report and
i

recommendation, or if no such report anc recommendation

The SHPO may expedite such process with the concurrence

o -
the CLG.

{f both the historic oreservation review commission and tne
chief elected official recommend that a property not be
nominated to the National Register, the SHPO shall take no
further action, .nless within 30 days of the receipt of sucn
recommendation by the SHPO an appeai is filed with the SHIFO.
\f such an appeal is filed, tne SHPO sha!l follow the prcce-
dures for making a nomination pursuant 10 the National
Historic Preservation Act, as amended, Section 101{a}. A2y

report and recommendaiions made under this section shall

ot

=)

included with any nomination submitted by the SHPO to tne

Segcretary.

-
received within 60 days, the SHPO shall make the nominatic

£
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Certified Local Government Frogram
Historic District/Property Commission Comment Form
for Nominations to tne

National Register of Historic Places

Dictirict/Property Namc:

Address {(for individuz! nomination]):

The reviewed

'YNaﬁe bf Commission)
the nomiration of the district/oroperty noted above 10 the National
Register of Kistoric Places at its meeting on

I is the finding of the Commission that this
property/district meets the National Register criteria.

it is the finding of the Commission that this
proper?y/district does not meet the National Register criteria.
Expertise in the discipline(s) defined in 36 CFR 61, Appendix
A, appropriate fto this nomination, is represented on the
Commission.

_’Expertise in the discipline(s) defined in 36 CFR &1, Append X

A, appropriate 1o this nomination, is not represented on the
Commission but was obtained in the review of this nominatiaon.
Attached is a copy of the resume of the person(s) consultec on
this nomination. Only the name(s) is listed for persons con-
sulted who have been previously identifiec by the Connecticut
State Historic Preservetion Office as meeting 36 CFR 61 pro-
fessional qualifications.

(For additional comments, pleas®e use reverse.)

ATTEST:

secretary/Clerk of the Ccmmission



Certified Lccal Government Frogram
Chief Elected Official's Comment Form
for Womilinations to the

National Register of Historic Places

District/Property Name:

Ihddress (for individuel nominatiznij:

As the Chief Electec 0Official for

(Name of Municipality)

I hereby

approve

do not approve

of the submission by the State Historic Preservation Cfficer of the Nationeal
Register of Historic Places Registration Form for the district/property notec
above to the Naticonal Park Service for review and listing of the rescurce on
the National Register of Historic Places.

Name Title

Data




Central Vermont Railroad P'ier

New London (New Tondon Countyv, Connecticnt
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A g

£5

Ly "?(/X/A.A T%

o

‘04"E

N m— 1 00 fCet

bt ot st bbbt b

B == 10 meters

b bt



Detait of one type of bollard, cast side of pier, camera facing east.
Pl

i ¢

stoeraph 9 of 10



Remnant of railroad tracks visible at the northeast corner of the property, camera facing north.
Photograph 10 of 10



CITY OF NEW LONDON
INTERDEPARTVWENTAL MEMORANDUM

DATE: October 7, 2004
10: Richard M. Brown, City Manager
clistoric )hmu(&n TH))]LH - g .
: [,L A o ﬂévﬂ/l/o’ "gf"‘
FROM: Charlotie M. SchboedbbASHS mh o, ODP

SUBJECT:  CENTRAL VERMONT RAILROAD PIER
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION

Attached 15 a DRAFT copy of the Naticnal Register Nomination Form packet submitied tor the
subject property.

This follows the notification of the nont netion to be presented to the Connccticut Historie
Comimission Board {or consideration at their meeting of October 14, 2004

This s provided tor vour information and use in responding to the SHPO regardimy the
nomination. 1 vou have any questions, please call me at 437-6392.

CMSS

attachnient

0172.20.1.30dpODP CommonCHARLOTT HISTORIC NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS Central
Vermont Ratlroad Pier. DOC
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

DFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT & PLANNIG

.

This form s for use in nominaung or requesiing determinations for individual properties and districts. See nsirucions in How o Compis
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 164) Compiete each item be marking "X’ in the agr :
or by entering he information requested. If an item does not apply to the praperty teing documentad, entar *N/A” for *nat applicable’. For furctions
architectural classification, matzsnals, and areas of significar.ce, anter onlycategories and subcategories from the instructions. Pace add.tianal
entrizs and narrative tems on contnuation sheets (NPS Form 10-800a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer to complete all wems

1. Name of Property

historic name CENTRAL VERMONT RAILROAD PIER

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number  State Pier Road [ ] not for publication
city or town New London [ vicinity
state ___Connecticut  code (1 county New london  code O0ll  zipcode 06320

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authonty under the Nationai Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that thus (J nomination

U request for determination of eligibility meets the docimentation standards for registering properties in the Mational Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60, in my opinion. the property
(i meets [ does not meet the National Register critena. | recommend that this property be considered significant

(Gnationally [ statewide (I locally. ([ See continuaticn skeet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

+ State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property (1 mee's [1 does not meet tte National Register criteria. { L See continuation sheet for additiona
CoOmmenis.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I narzby certfy that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Dawe of Acion
LI entered in the National Register.

[J See continuation sheet.
Ul determined eligible for the

Nzational Register

0 See continuation sheet.

[} determined not eligible for the
National Ragister.

Tl removed from the National
Registar

L other, fexglain):




Central Vermont Railroad Pler

Name of Propernty

New London County, CT
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property ~ Category of Property

{Check as many boxes as apply)  (Chack only one box)

Ui private I building(s)

(7 public-local [ district

B cublic-State [ site

(] public-Federal M structure
7 object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

NA

Number of Resources within Property

(Do notinclude oreviously listed resources in the zount)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 0 builldings
0 0 sites
! 0 structures
0 0 objects
| 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in
the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
{(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: water-related

TRANSPORTATION: rail-related

NOT [INWSE

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categaries from instructions)

Other: earth-filled musonry picr

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  N/A

walls Granite
roof N/A
other NSA

(Describe the historic and current cendition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Central Mermont Ratlroad Pier

Name of Propeny

New [ondon County, C
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark an "x" in ang ar more boxes for the critaria gualfying the propeny for

Naticral Register listing )

mA

CB

LD

Property Is assaciated with av

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history

Property s asscciated with the lives of PEISONS
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive charactenistics of
a type, period, or method of construction ar
represents
artistic values, cr represents a significant ard
distinguishable entity whose components ack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, informaticn

important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x" i a Il the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

Cra

B
tc

IR

owned by a
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, structure

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved sigrificance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets )

ents that have made a

the work of a master, or possesses high

religious institution or used for religious

Areas of Significance
(Enter catzgories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION
ENGINEERING

Period of Significance
1876-1946

Significant Dates
1876

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B1s marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, arucles

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

l

R

11

]

preliminary determination of individual listing (26

CFR 67) has been requested

praviously listed in the Nat onal Register

previously determined eligible by the Natioral

Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded oy Historic American Building Survey
#

recordec oy Hist
Record #

fic American Engineering

. and other sources used in preparnng th's form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:

B State Historic Preservation Office
[0 Other State agency

[] Federal agency

0 Local governmert

71 University

_1  Cther

Name of repository:

State Hostoric Preservaton Orfice,

‘)Soun}) ospect Street, lHartford, C'T 06106



wental Vermont Railroad Pier New London County, O]
Namez of Property County ard State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 830 acres

UTM References

(Place aaditional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 19 743220 4382380 3

Zone Easting Norning Zone Easting Nortring
2 4

(1 See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet))
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the beundaries were selected cn a continuation sheet)
11. Form Prepared By
nameititle Jtuce Clouette, Historian
organization Archaeological and Historical Services, Inc. date_ May 13, 2004
street & number P 0. Box 543 telephone  860-429-1723
city or town Storrs ‘ state_ (1" Zlp code 06268

Additional Documentation

Submut the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional ltems
tCheck with SHPO or FPQO for any additional items.)

Property Owner

{Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Connecticut Department of Transportation
street & numbear 2500 Berlin Turnpike telephone  860-39:4-3000
city or town Newington state  CT zipcode 06131-7346

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the Naticnal Recister of Historic P{aces tq neminate
properties for isting or determine eligibifity for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this requestis required to obtiy a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Presarvation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Pubiic redoring burden for this form is estimated te average 18.1 hours per response including time for revigwing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing ana reviewing the form. Direct comments regarcing this ourden esiumate or 30y as
this form to tne Chief, Administrative Services Divisian, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Cffice of
Management and Budget, Paservark Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503




NPE For 10-20C-a OMB Approva No. 102

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Sarvice

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Central Vermont Railroad Pier
Section number 7 Page 1 New London, New London County, CT

Description:

Ihe Central Vermont Railroad Pier (Photographs Land 2, Figure 4) is an 1.100-foot-long carth-tilled
grantte masonry structure that was completed in 1876, [tlies just west of the Connecticut State Pier

on the west bank of the Thames River, which is tidal at this point and torms part of New London
Harbor. The general area was formerly one of warchouses and railroad yard tracks but todav i
mostly openand used tor outdoor lumber storage. The pier property includes an onshore portion that
t5 830 feet wide and varies in depth fromabout 100 o 300 feet. Formerly, a trame ottice building
from 1937 and a modern eylindrical storege tank stood on the tand portion of the property. but these
have been demolished. To the north of the property are Amtrak’s electritied Northeast Corridor rail
linc and, beyond that, the high-level Gold Star Bridee carrying Interstate 95.

The preris 150 feet wide tor most of its length; the final 250 teet, however, 1s 220 feet wide, giving
the prer a

hammer-head shape. Currently hv pier’s surface is covered with asphalt (Photograpl 3),
vith the paving flush with the tops of the masonry perimeter walls. Along the length ot the pier's
westwall and the head wall of the west slip is a shell that appears to have accommodated a timber
fender ol some sort, held tn place by tron rods pinned into the masonry. only a few of which survive
(Photographs +and 5). The walls themselves consist ot a coursed ashlar of roughly shaped gray
granite blocks typically about 18" thick and 4 teet in length, tinished with flat capstones joined with
tron staples. The walls rise about four feet above the high water mark, but because the tides in New
London rise and fall anaverage ol 2 ¥4 teet, the exposure of the walls constantly varies. I"hc porlion
below the high water mark is dark colored and partly covered with algae (Photograph 6). The cust
tde of the pier is sinular, but because of greater deterioration the masonry is less well defined
I hotograph 7). Wooden: plhn”s form a protective barrier along part ol the cast side.  Although the
substructure is not visible, it can be assumed from contemporary construction practice that the stone
perimeter walls become thicker toward the bottom, continue well below the level of the harbor bed
(which was 22 feet below high water at one point), and rest on a dense grid of timber piles. There
appears to be sonie minor subsidence of portions ot the west wall.

Objects on the pier are currently himited to three types of mooring appliances, all of which are set
within concerete footings (Photographs 8 aad 9). In the period ot significance, several parallel ratlroad
tracks extended the length of the prer; ot which only a remnant at the extireme nomhmst corner of the
property remains visible (Photograph 10). The arrangement of buildings and structures atop the pier
has changed with the various purposes it has served. When it was butlt, it had coal-loading equipment
and storage bunkers to service a fleet of Reading Railroad coustal freighters that off-loaded coal for
New LEngland markets. In 1904 the Central Vermont Railroad decided to use the pier tor another
purpose, transporting freight and express between New York City and the communities along its

inland New England route. To thatend, @ large freight shed was built along the east side of [hu plc:‘.
with the coal hoist remaining on the west side for some time. Over the vears additional buildings



OMB Aoproval No 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Central Vermont Railroad Pier

Section number 7 Page 2 New London, New London County, CT

appeared, including an office and a wol house. After freight transfer ended in 1946, the pler was
mostly used as storage tracks or freight cars, and

he buildings were taken down around 1970, AL
one ume. only the administrative office building. a two-story frame butlding butltin 1937, remained
standing. but 1t too has now been demolished.

[he ships onetther side o:'the pier originelly had a depth ot 16 feet, increased by additional dreduing
to 21 feet in the carly 20" century (Figwie 3). When it was in operation, the pier was connected to
the New London waterfront by a 20-foot channel and to the middic ot the Thames River by the 32-
toot chennel (depths as of June 30, 1921) that wiso served the adjucent State Pier. Because ot natural
forees such as siltation from sediment by the Thames River, the depth has changed over time.
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Figure 11 Engraving of the pier (lower left) shortly after completion in 1876, before any
butldings, tracks, or structures were added (New London, Connecticut, 1876). The
railroad’s earlicr wharves are visible in the upper center of the view, as is the rail line
and drawbridge leading to New London’s commercial center.
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Figure 2: Engraving of the pier in 1911, showing onc of the railroad’s freighters alongside.
The buildings include a freight house on the east side and a coal clevator on the west
side (Aero View of New London). One of the earlier small wharves is still in use.
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Figure 3. U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey chart of New London Harbor, 1929,
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Figure 41 Acrial view of pier (Ieft, with Connecticut State Pier on right), 1995. The tank
onshore and the administration building are no longer standing (Connecticut DI,
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Statement of Significance:

Sunmimary
The Central Vermont Ratlroad Pier in New London, Conneclicut, 15 a signiticant resource because
tlustrates the important role that rail-water interchange plaved in the state’s 19%-century
transportation history (National Register Criterion A). Al one time, virtually every Connecticut
ratlroad had some connection with coastel freight and passenger shipping. Before an all-rail route
was completed between Boston and New York, passengers could choose to com plete thewr journey
viastewmship from Fall River, Providence, Stonington, Groton, New London. or O1d Sz tybrook. Couf
tor Connecticut's industries was brought in by water and transterred to railroad cars well into the 20"
century. Even the infanc routes interchacged freight and pussengers with steamship service on the
Thames and Connecticutrivers. This large pier was built by the Central Vermont Railroad as a means
ol bringimg in first coal and then general freight and express shipments and was active from 1876 1o
1940, The Cenwal Vermont Railroad ran from New London through castern Connecticut to Palier.
Massachusetts, a major railroad junctior, and then continued onward o Vermont and Canada.

The preradso has significance in engineer ng history as o laroe and relatively intact example ot 19%-
century harbor-tacilitics engineering (Criterion C). The form and method of construction reveal much
about the period: the pier’s large size signiticantly exceceded the length of tacilities built tor coastal
satling vessels and elearly was intended to address the needs of farger steam-powered freighters. 1The
method ofeconstruction-carth-filled masonry perimeter walls—was also a product of the age ot steam:
although there exists little in the documentary record describing the process ot this pier's
construction, 1t 1s apparent that without steam-powered pile drivers, pumps, and carth-mov iy
cquipment, a pier on this scale would have been bevond the means of @ small railroad company.
Although no formal survey has been made of this type ol resource., it can be said with confidence that
this 15 the only farge 19"-century pier remaining in Connecticut. Other comparable examples. such
as Belle Dock and the New Haven Railroad piers in New Haven, are known to have been destroved
or embedded in later harbor improvements.

Although not primarily being nominated for its information potential (Criterion D), the pier as an
artifact could prove illuminating about some aspects ol 19%-century civil-engineering practice. For
example, it would be interesting to know how the depth and density ot pilings compare with modern
standards, which might become apparent ifrepairs are made to the east wall, and one could determune
through laboratory testing the source of the granite.

The tact that nove ot the historic building
constitute a serious issue of integrity. The pier itself ts the core of the resource and, when pla
operation, accounted for nearly 80% ofthz costof construction. The various appurtenance mh&ng_ ed
over tme as the pier's use changed, but he masonry and 1!l itself remained constant.

s and structures that once stood on the pler remain does not
ced
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Historical Backeround

New London was a prosperous seaport in the 18" and early 19% century, but its feaders fretted that
ratlroad construction would pass the place by, turning New London into a backwater. New London
merchants and civie leaders were therefore active proponents of the New London, Willimantic, and
Springlickd Railroad. chartered in 1847 and completed. notto Springlicld, Massachusetts. but instead
to Palmer, some fifteen miles o the cast. In 1852 a drawbridae was built across Winthrop Cove so
the e could connect with the downtowr area of New London, where itjoined up both with the just-
opened rail hne from New London to New Hlaven and with stcamboat service to New York ity

tn 1861, 0 new corporation, the New London Northern Railroad, took over the New London.
Willmante, and Palmer Railroad (as ithad been re-named). The New London Northern undertook

aprogram of nmprovements on the line, ncluding repairing and enlarging its New London whart

tacilities: for atime itoperated its own steamboats to New York. Eyually important, it extended the
line from Palmer o Miller's Falls, Massucausetts. where itconnected with rail hines serving Vermont
and, ultimately, Canada. Although it survived as a corporate entity until 19351, the New London

Northern effectively lost its separate identity starting in 1871, when it became a leased property of

the Central Vermont Railroad. The Cent-al Vermont itself soon came under the control of Canada s
Grand Truck Radlway, thereby establishirg New London as a major terminal for shipping to and trom
Canada. In 1922 the Grand Trunk and Central Vermont were reorganized as subsidiaries ot Canadian
Nattonal Raibways.

The wharves that had been butlt by its predecessors were too small for the role serving all ot inland
New England and Canada envistoned by the Central Vermont Railroad (though those wharves
remamed in service well afer the current pler was built - see Figure 1), In 1874 the railroad becan
construction on a fuctlity ol exceptional size, one that could accommodate occan-going vesscels more
than 500 feetin length. The wharfcost aotal 0 $225 000, an impressive sum at that time, of which
$45.000 was tor coal-handling tacilities and $175,000 tor the picr itself. The coal facilities, tinished
i 1877 included a steam-powered hoist that could unload rmore than 100 tons of coal an hour from
the Reading Railroad freighters in the slops into the Central Vermont's rail cars and coal bunkers
Because ol this investment, the ratlroad was one ol few Connecticut lines that showed a profit in
1878, Operation of the prer was aided cver the years by channel dredging projects undertaken in
New London Harbor by tae U.S. Governraent, though the railroad itselt was responsible for keepung
the slips to their proper depth.

[n 1904 the ratlroad recontigured the pier to serve a new role, freight and express service t New

York City. Two steamers, New London and New York, were purchased, covered platforms were built
over the tracks along the pier, and a large {reight house was erected on the prer’s cast side (LFlgure
5). The two trelghters, later joined by a shird vessel. Vermont, were 268 feetin length and hed «
cargo capacity ol 1900 tons; they were operazed by a subsidiury, the Central Vermont Transportaion
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Company. Freight headed to New York City or for export through New York harbor was carries
by rail to New London. where it was loaded onto one of the company’s freighters tor an overniglit
wip o New York's Pier 29, The freighter would then pick up a veturn cargo bound tor New Fngland
or Canadas Some carges, such as cottes beans, sisal. hides, hemp sugar, tapioca, and crude rubber
bypassed the prer and instead were tansterred via ighters to and from ocean-going ships waiting i
New York Harbor, The ratlroad s southern division became popularly known as the “Banana Bel,”

One ol the more mteresting aspects of the Central Vermont's New L ond(m picr operation was the
express service that was offered between New York and the fareer towns i the ratlroad™s service
arca. Special buggaee cars marked "New York Tast Freight - Over \wht Service ran in the
ratlroad’s passenger trains and sometim 2s outnumbered coaches. Small shipments could be brougli
to certain staticns along the route, where they would be loaded into the baggave cars, carried to New
London, transferred to a freighter, and brought overnight to New York. The route also worked in
reverse, allowing rapid delivery from the metropolis to casterny Connecticut, central Massachusctis.
and Vermont. ’

\ter World War I a brief cconomice s ump, competition trom truck tratfic. and the aging of the
I‘Lnlmud's fretghter fleet combined to make operation of the pier uncconomical.  Service was
susperded i November 1946 during astrike of New London’™s dock workers and never resumed.
The vessels were tied up at the prer unti they were sold for scrap in 1948, Therealter, the railroad
used the prer enly for ratlroad-car storage tracks and as an adnmunistrative center tor its southern
operations. The railroad retained the prer atter the line iself was sold to the Connecticut Central
Ratlroad. Tt was sold to the State ot Connecticut in 2001; fong-term planmng tor the factlity is still
under way.

Ioneincering Significance

Pier engineering is strarghtforward in principle but demanding in the details. Massive masonry

retaining walls, the height and width of which we today sce only a small portion, detine the shape o

the pler and contain the earth f1ll that provides the pier’s surtace. The walls had to be designed o
as to resist the outward pressure of the fill) the erosive action of the sca. and damage from the
mevitable collisions. Also critical were the piles driven into the harbor bed and cutoftto formalevet
surface on which to place the masonry. The piles had to be of sufticient depth so as 1o reach densely
compacted sedument or rock, and they had to be spaced properly 5o as to bear the load of the walls.
On either side of the pier, siips had 1o be dredged to a consistent depth as close to the walls as was
practical.

Until rmwas joined by the adjacent Connecticut State Pler (1914, the Central Vermont Railroad Pier
was by tur the cargest prer in New London harbor and ranks among the largest ever constructed 1
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Connectieut. New Haven had several large piers, including its celebrated Long Whart, Belle Dock.
and the ratlvoad piers operated by the New York, New Haven, and Harttord Ratlroad Company. but
harbor mprovements have destroyed or burted these structures. The smaller steamship docks butit
by the ratlroads m Connecticut’s smaller harbors have also disappeared. The Central Vermornt
Ratlroad Pier can therefore be conside ed not only a typical example of 19"-century rivers and
harbors engimceering but also as an increasingly rare survivor of the type.

Piers of this type do notrequire industrial methods, but they becorne tar more feasible in the industrial
age. The ereation ol the auge granite blocks, for example, almost presupposces steam-powered drills
and hoists in the quarry. Stdlarly, pile-driving, the Hifting and positioning of the blocks, and the
pumping ot water from the work arca all beecome more practicable with steam power, and the delivery
and dumping ot fill could be accomplished more readily with raifroad cars than justabout any other
methoc. Dredging was another steam-powered operation that was essential w create the deep siips
and channels required 1o accommodate the larger vessels of the late 19 century.,

Informarion Potential

The greatest chatlenge tor any engineer ng work in New London harbor was the creation of stuble
foundations: the bedrock that is exposed on the point just north of the ratlroad pier drops off very
sharply. so that it can be reached only afier going through 70 feet or more of sedimentation on the
barbor {loor. For example, the predecessor o the current ratlroad bridge just north of the pier.
constructed in the 1880s, began subsidirg almost immediately because of inadequate footings. The
pier scems Lo have faired better. Tt wou d be interesting to know how deep and how close together
the ptlings were placed. Also, what ts the cause of the minor subsidence along the west side (the east

stde dumage 1s from colliston)? Pile decay, detertoration in the wall itself, or some other cause”

[owould also be informative to know the source ot the granite that was used i the prer. The ratlroad
had aceess to alarge granite quarry onits ne in Munson, Massachusetts, but there were much closer
sources ot superficially similar gray granite on the coust, including quarries tn Groton and Waterlord.
Connecticut, and Westesly, Rhode Istand. Which was more advantageous tor the railroad. carrving
it some distance on ity ewn line, or paving tor it to be shipped a shorter distance by wuater?

These are questions that could be answered {rom a scientific analysis ol the prer itsell
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Verbal Boundary Deseription:

P SN
Lot 3. Ttis deseribed ina deed o the State of Connecticut dated May 13, 2001 and recorded in the
New London Land Records, Volume 120 L, page 207.

The nominated property is recorded in the New London Assessor records as Map G100, Block 247

Boundary Justification:

Thenommated property includes the entive pier structure and the immediately adjacent portion of the
shore that was rilroad property.
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Location of pier plotted on USGS New London Quad rungle, 7.5-Minute Series, scale 1:24000 (one inch
= 2000 feet):
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All Photographs:

I Central Vermont Ratlroad Prer
2. New [London, New London County, CT
3. AHS, Ine. Photo
4. October 2003
3. Negative filed with AHS | foe.
Captions:
I Overview of pier from land, showing west side, camnera facing southeast.
2 Overview ol pier from the water, camera tacing northeast.
5 View of paved surtace of pler, camera facing southeast.
4 Detatl of masonry, west side. showing shelt along the wall that probably accommodated
dmber fender structure; camera fzeing southeast.
S Detail of masonry. head of west s.ip, showing iron rods that prebably supported a timber
component; camera facing cast.
0O Close-up of masonry from the water, west side, camera facing northeust.
7 oetatl ol deteriorated masonry on east side of picr, camera facing northwest.,
S Detatl of tvpical mooring cleat, west side of pier, canera fucing cast.
9: Detarl of one type of bollard, east side of pier, camera facing east.
{0 Remnant of railroad tracks visible at the northeast corner ot the property, camera facing north.



Overview of pier from land, showing west side, camera facing southeast.

Photograph 1 of 10
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View of paved surface of pier, camera facing southeast.

Photoeraph 3 of 10
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Detail of masonry, west side, showing shelf along the wall that probably accommodated a timber
fender structure; camera tacing southeast.
Photograph 4 of 10



Detail of masonry, head of west slip, showing iron rods that probably supported a timber
component; camera facing cast,
Photograph 3 of 10
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Hose-up of masonry from the water, west side, camera facing northeas
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